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On December 6th, an open meet- 
ing to discuss the future of the Va/- 
ley Women's Voice was held. Much 
to the joy of the burnr-out 
members, the meeting had the 
second highest attendance in the 
history of the VIVV. Thirty-two 
women attended and their efforts 
are reflected in this issue. 

Women (of varied backgrounds, 
ages, and beliefs) became aware of 
the workings of the paper, as well 
as contributing new ideas and 
approaches. Many volunteered to 
write articles, aid in production, 
and help develop efficient distri- 
bution. Some of the issues dis- 
cussed were: a consistency in the 
appearance of the paper (note the 
change in format); getting a wider 
range of contributors and readers; 

including more art, music, and poe- 

try, as well as reviews and critiques. 

Many other ideas concerning the 
general attitudes and purposes of 
the paper were also talked about. 

Although many women turned 
out for the meeting, only a few are 
pulling the paper together. Help is 

still needed. We especially need a 

coordinator to maintain and 

increase contact with our advertis- 
ers. Even more pressing is the need 
for a person to coordinate distribu- 
tion. Ideas, contributions, and volun- 
teering in all aspects of the VWV 
are welcome, and we would really 
like to see you at our meetings. The 
next general meeting will be held 
February 3, in the Everywoman’s 
Center, UMass, at7 p.m. If you like 

to hear from the VWV, we need to 

hear from you. 
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by Sue Nylen 

Sue Nylen Is currently working 
in Northampton and will be 
writing for the VW regularly. 


Deep in the heart of Northamp- 
ton lies a world unknown to many 
of those who now call “NoHo” 
their home. The recent renaissance 
which has transformed Main 
Street from a center of boarded-up 
storefronts to one of New York- 
style cafes and shops has given a 
much-needed facelift to downtown 
buildings and created an atmos- 
phere attractive to students and 
young professionals. However, in 
spite of the benefits reaped from 
the downtown revitalization, the 
new face given Northampton has 
been problematic; reflective only 
of a narrow portion of the city, it 

has almost completley masked the 

“old face," making the people and 

places of the world behind this face 

invisible to the city’s contemporary 
young residents. 

Many of the truths about the old 
world would undoubtedly surprise 
those who know Northampton 
only as “NoHo.” Consider, for 
example, the city’s class 
background. Contrary to the 
impression gathered from the 
cafes and boutiques lining Main 
Street, Northampton is a city of 
working-class people. Although no 
longer the industrial center it once 
was, Northampton remains a lar- 
gely blue-collar city. 
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For the local residents, “down- 
town” is not found on Main Street 
but rather on King Street. This 
three-mile-long strip of fast food 
restaurants, oversized super- 
markets, gas stations and large 
department stores is out of synch 
with the cosmopolitan air of the 
new Main Street, but it is the heart 
of commercial activity for most 
“old world" residents. In NoHo, 
the types of goods for sale and the 
pricetags attached to them effec- 
tively prevent many of these old 
world folks from doing more than 
window shopping. 

Consider also the nature of city 
politics. While the abundant and 
varied solidarity groups, support 
committees and therapeutic servi- 
ces offered in NoHo suggest a pol- 
itically progressive city, 
Northampton is actually very con- 
servative. Although staunchly 
Democratic in its constituency, 
Northampton city government is 
based on an old school liberalism; 
while fairly “progressive” on cer- 
tain issues, public policy generally 
reflects an ideology supportive of 
traditional values in the family, 
school system and race relations. 
The left politics believed by many 
to characterize the Pioneer Valley 
are a reflection of the new blood 
brought into the area, but are often 
very much at odds with the old 
world politics of local town 
governments. 

Finally, consider Northampton’s 
ethnic composition. The majority 


A iy it 4 
oo te 


NerProfit Orgenizafien 
U.8. POSTAGE 
PAID 
Permit No. 58 


of “old timers” are Polish. Many 
local organizations and events 
reflect the strong sense of cultural 
heritage in the Polish community; 
with the influx of emigres from 

Poland, this sense of heritage is 
being greatly.reinforced. There is 
also a well-established Latino 
community in Northampton; 
while culturally diverse in mem- 
bership, the communtiy is largely 
made up of Puerto Ricans. In 
recent years, there has been an 
increase in the number of Sou- 
theast Asian refugees in the Nor- 
thampton area. More than one 
hundred Cambodians, Laotians 
and Vietnamese now live in the 
vicinity. 

The ethnicity of Northampton’s 
“old guard” is not readily apparent 
to those new to the area. Most of 
the cultural events organized by 
the progressive young community 
of NoHo focus on Latin American 
countries- namely Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and Guatemala- and oth- 
ers on South Africa. The cultural 
diversity which is present in the 
immediate area is often oversha- 
dowed by efforts to increase aware- 
ness of cultures of foreign coun- 
tries. Local efforts to broaden 
awareness of and encourage sensi- 
tivity to people of diverse cultures 
and races would be greatly enhan- 
ced by exposing the unique cultural 
heritages of those who live in the 
immediate area. 


.. BUT WHEN A 
PROBLEM PRESENTS 
ITSELF AS OFTEN 

. ASTHIS.,, 


9 BUT FACE IT! 
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wonder! 


see centerfold 


sisters of 


Does anyone know what happened to Wonder Woman? Does anyone care? 
Does Diana Prince still gaze longingly through her plain black-rimmed glasses 
at Steve Trevor, the man for whom she left her Amazon homeland? Well Diana 
'won’t be around for Steve to ignore anymore. 
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All letters to the editor present 

the views of the author only. No 
statement in any letter to the 
editor represents any official 
position of the Valley Women’s 
Voice, the Student Government 
Association, the administration 
or trustees of UMass, or the 
State Board of Regents. 


Dear Valley Fat Dykes: 


We are a large group of five 
straight women who have recently 
formed a study/support group 
around the issues of fat oppression 
and fat power. We'd like to ap- 
plaud you for your work in pucting 
together “Miss Fac Manners Rules 
of Etiquette” for the last issue of 
VWV. Ac our last meeting, we dis- 
cussed how great it was to see those 
ideas in accessible print. (How 
many of our thin sisters would read 
Shadows on a Tightrope or Fat 
Power unless for research pur- 
poses?) 

Too, we wondered aloud if it 
made sense for our two groups to 
have the opportunity to meet. We 
fele that despite, or perhaps 
because of, our differences, it 
might be helpful to meet to share 
our common concerns and collec- 
tive strengths. We may be con- 
tacted either through this column 
or at P.O. Box 54, Williamsburg, 
MA 01096. 


In sisterhood, 
In homage to Raven, 
Fat Women’s Study Group 
Katey LaFrance 
About the 


Valley Women’s Voice 


The Valley Women’s Voice was 
born in 1979 after feminist 
women, angered by the UMass 
student newspaper’s refusal to 
give adequate coverage to 
women’s news, occupied the offi- 
ces of the Daily Collegian. 

Since that early spring, the 
Voice has gone through changes 
of personnel, location and format. 
It is now a 16-page monthly witha 
distribution of 8,000 and a mailing 
list of 220 subscribers and ex- 
change publications. 

With an office at Everywoman’s 
Center on the UMass campus, 
and status as a Recognized Stu- 
deni Organization, the Valley 
Wonisen’s Voice is a small busi- 
ness staffed by students and com- 
muni -y women. 

A healthy share of advertisers 


‘help keep the paper financially 


afloat, and supplies, advice and 
technical assistance are available 
throu jh the University. Readers, 
contributors, and volunteers 
suppcrt the paper, which circu- 
lates between Amherst, North- 
ampton and Springfield. Outlying 
towns and regions receive the 
Voice via the U.S. Mail and willing 
commuters. 
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Thank you for doing another 
article on Raven Darkwing. Since 
the printing of chat article I have 
received a brief note from her. The 
handwriting is shaky and slants 
down the page, evidence of a 
womyn in shock. The court has 
ruled against her once more. All 
hope seems to be truly lost; this 
court decision of insanity has the 
ring of finality to it. She says that 
she knew this would be so, but this 
womyn who has shown such 
courage and strength admits to 
shock, something rare for her to 
admit. I cannot express the pain, 
sorrow and grief this causes to her 
and to those of us who know her. 
She is an extraordinary womyn, a 
light Spirit whom injustice has 
dealt the ultimate blow, a sentence 
of death in the face of innocence. 


Valley Women's 
Voice 


c/o EWC, 
Wilder Halll, 
UMass 
Amherst, MA 


04003 
345-2436 


TO RAVEN 


You are a Womyn of the Light 
Courage forced to the Front 
Faith enduring through the Fight. 


Caresses of the Wind send your 
Love 

With the warmth of the Sun on 
your Face 

Rage of the Eagle, quiet strength of 
the Dove, 

You walk with the Great Spirit. 


1 love you sister, Raven. 


Display and Classified Ad Rates 


Camera Ready ; 
Poll Patents oe eee: $448.00 Additional Charges 

Halk Papé. et tein oy ee $240.00 typesetting/layout: 
Quarter Page (2 col x 8") or (4X 4"). $128.00 Contract Discount add $2.00/col inch 
Eighth Page (1 col x 8") or (2 x 4")... $64.00 cet ee een er 5% - 
Sixteenth Page (2 col x 2”) or (1 x 4”)..........832.00 G issués.,.0.. ee oe 8% See work: 
Thirey-Second Page (1 col x 2") secs $16.00 GAesiee ad ne 12% >.00 to total 
Business Card Size........essssccosscceseeseeeeseeeenes ase 18.00 graphic artwork: 
(Glsssifieel Aris eee ae eet $.25/word add $2.00/col inch 


@ Payment is due within seven days of publication. 


© An additional 10% pre-payment discount may be subtracted from your cost if payment is received before the 27th of the month prior to 


publication. 


© In lieu of “tear sheets,” all advertisers will receive a complimentary copy of the issue in which their advertisement appears. 


© All changes in ad copy must be received by the 20th of the month prior to publication, unless other arrangements are made with the ad 


representative. 
© A column is 2 & 1/2 inches wide by 1 inch long. 


Misquoted Farmer 


Dear VWYV: 


As one of the wommin inter- 
viewed I would like to respond to 
the article and display “Growing 
for Change” in the last issue VWV 
Dec. 1985. With all due respect for 
the efforts and good intentions of 
the author Chery! Ottley, I feel 
misunderstood, sorely mis- 
represented and unfortunately mis- 
quoted. I would like to address a 
few of the more disappointing 
errors. 

The generalization that “women 
farmers are at a disadvantage 
because they don't know 
mechanics or carpentry” supports 
a stereotype about wommin (what 

we ‘don’t know’) that I find 
terribly destructive and do not 
believe in. Further one doesn’t 
need to know mechanics or 
carpentry to nurture plants for 
food and work in harmony with 
the earth. Those who choose to 
draw an income from farming take 
on the added challenge (and 
inherent compromises) of 


Letters, cont'd 


competing in the marketplace with 
commercial farm enterprises that 
are capital intensive and highly 
mechanized. If you are a woman 
making 59¢ to every dollar a man 
earns, it may be doubly hard to 
come up with cash to buy land or 
minimal equipment. Part of this 
package is the necessity to 
maintain machinery which for 
many women brings up an emotion- 
al block that is a consequence of the 
stereotype mentioned earlier. The 
feeling that one ‘‘can't do 
mechanics” is often overwhelming 
and for me, took a couple years of 
conscious effort and supportive 
friends to grow beyond. 


The next paragraph is particular- 
ly disturbing to me beginning with 
“Carlen sees numerous reasons for 
continued use of pesticides, herb- 
icides and chemical fertilizers on 
traditional farms.” As an organic 
farmer I am dedicated to ecological 
practices in the field that work 
from a growing understanding of 
life cycles of plants and life cycles 
within the soil, air and water. 
Pesticides, herbicides and chemical 
fertilizers don't fit into this 
picture. In the long run they create 
more severe and destructive 
problems for all animal and plant 
life than one could ever justify in 


their use. 


State Passes Anti-Choice Legislation 
Rights of Rape Victims Threatened 


by Meanette Vermes 


On December 9, 1985, the 
members of the Mass. House of 
Representatives voted 88-60 with 
twelve abstaining or absent to deny 
women who are victims of rape the 
right to be compensated for abor- 
tions or abortion counseling. Bill 
$2489, dealing with the Mass. vic- 
tim compensation fund, contains a 
restriction that public funds going 
to crime victims may not be used 
for abortions or abortion counsel- 
ing. Women members of the 
House led byl Rep. Marjorie Clap- 
prood (D-Sharon) proposed an amend- 
ment to delete this prohibition and 
instead allow a rape victim the 
option of abortion. 

Ic is important that constituents 
know, once and for all, exactly 
where their elected officials stand 
on this important issue. The repre- 
sentatives that voted against this 
amendment were: Athan Catjakis 
(D-Springfield); Anthony M. Sci- 
belli (D-Spfld.); Robert Howarth 
(R-Spfld.); Kenneth Lemanski (D- 
Chicopee); William Mullins (D- 
Ludlow); Robert Rohan 
(D-Holyoke); Steven Pierce (R- 
Westfield); Michae! Walsh 
(D-Agawam); Walter DeFilippi (R-W. 
Spfld.). Letters should be addres- 
sed to House of Representatives, 
State House, Boston MA 02133. 

This vote tells us what we are up 
against regarding the anti-choice 
referendum that will be on the bal- 
lot this November. The amend- 
ment to our state constitution 
would read: 


reprinted from the Greater Springfield N.O.W. Times 


Nothing in this constitution shall 
prevent the General Court (the 
legislature) from regulating or prohib- 
iting abortion unless prohibited by 
the United States Constitution, nor 
Shall anything in this constitution 
require public or private funding of 
abortion, or the provision of servi- 
ces and facilities therefor, beyond 
that required by the United States 
constitution. The provisions of 
this article shall not apply to abor- 

tions required to prevent the death 

of the mother. 


To become law, the legislature 
must pass this amendment again 
and the voters must endorse it in 
the 1986 general election. 


If the amendment passes, it would 
write out of the State Constitution 
all péople’s right to exercise repro- 
ductive choice. Provisions guaran- 
teeing equal protection, due pro- 
cess and religious freedom would 
no longer pertain to abortion, 
Under existing law, the amend- 
ment could empower the legisla- 
ture to: i 
“Stop Medicaid benefits for abor- 
tions in Mass. Each year nearly 
7,000 needy women would be 
forced to bear unwanted children 
or sacrifice meager food and shel- 
ter allowances to pay for abortions. 
-prohibit private insurers from cover- 
ing abortion. (The state already 
has outlawed state-funded health 
insurance for abortions for state, 
municipal, and count y employees, 
and for prisoners and patients in 
state instigutions.) | 


If federal protections for abortion 


are removed, the amendment 
could empower the legislature to 
ban abortions altogether: 


-restrict medical facilities from provid- 
ing abortions by denying them tax- 
exempt bonding, certificates of 
need and charitable contributions. 


The New Alexandria Lesbian 
Library, one of two national Les- 
bian collections in this country,a- 
nnounced at its Winter Solstice 
celebration,a Library membership 
beginning in January, 1986. The 
annual membership donation is 
$15.00 individual/$25.00 institu- 
tional and will provide members 
with a free Library newsletter 
mailed four times each year; dis- - 
count admission to special Library 
events; free admission to an annual 
Library members reception; and 
special mailings and announce- 
ments. 

Directors at NALL plan to utilize 
membership funds to initiate pub- 
lication of a quarterly Library new- 
sletter, cover costs for mailings and 
postage, legally incorporate the 
Library, and purchase new books 
and supplies. 

If you are presently on the 
Library's local mailing list and 
would like to continue to receive 


NALL News 
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Agricultural lands are some of the 
biggest chemical dumps in the 
United States not to mention “develop- 
ing” countries. Year after year tons 
of toxic substances are spread, 
sprayed and dusted on the soils and 
the food we eventually eat. The 
implications of this kind of system 
of food production are felt world- 
wide and underline broader social 
and economic changes that need to 
occur. There is a strong connection 
between the use of resources, food 
production, food distribution and 
social/environmental injustices 
one sees throughout the world. 
Francis Moore Lappe draws these 
connections quite clearly in the 
book Food First for those who wish 
to find out more. 

Finally, I love farming and find an 
immense amount of joy in working 
with the earth. For me farming is 
yet another manifestation of a 
belief in conscious living, in taking 
responsibility for one’s life in a 
personal and direct way. 


In peace, 


Carlen Adams Rigrod 
Maplewood Organic Farm 


-even a victim of rape or incest 
could be forced to bear a child. Only 
a woman whose life was in danger 
could obtain an abortion. 

-wealthy women could still obtain 
abortions by traveling long distan- 
ces; poor women could be forced to 
bear unwanted children. Many 
women would resort to unsafe, 
illegal abortions. 
-abortion-inducing birth control 
methods could be outlawed: low 
estrogen birth control pills, IUDs, 
and morning after pills. 


\ 


mailings and attend events at the 
Library House, please consider support- 
ing the Library by purchasing a 
membership. To do so, mail your 
membership fee by check payable 
to New Alexandria Library to 
NALL PO Box 402, Florence Sta- 
tion, Northampton MA 01060. 
You will receive a Library mem- 
bership card and a list of privileges, 
in return, 

The Library continues to provide 
the Lesbian community access to a 
wealth of collected Lesbian her- 
story, a variety of special events, 
open Library hours (Thursdays 
from 1lam-3pm for members and 
non-members), Library visitor appoint- 
ments and housing for researchers, 
xeroxing and tape reproduction 
assistance, and community work 
days. Your financial support is- 
especially needed now to keep the 
collection growing. For more infor- 
mation about Library membership, * 
call 584-7616. 
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Claims Deadline Against IUD 


United Press International 


RICHMOND, Va..- A.H. Robins, forced to reorganize un- 
der federal bankruptcy laws because of lawsuits stemming 
from the Dalkon Shield birth control device, yesterday began 
a worldwide advertising campaign to notify women of the 
deadline for filing claims. ; 


The court-ordered, $5 million campaign includes news 
conferences around the world as well as newspaper and 
broadcast advertisements in the United States, satd Roscoe 


Puckett. a Robins spokesman. 


Robins, which sold the intrauterine birth control device 
in the early 1970s, will run the paid ads through Jan. 25. 


The advertisements advise women who were either in- 


jured or simply used the IUD that they will lose their right to 
make claims if they are not received by the court before the 


April 30 deadline. 

Women injured by the IUD claimed problems ranging 
from spontaneous bleeding to septic abortion. 

The-claim deadline also applies to those who have been 
injured “because of another person's use of the Dalkon 
Shield," Robins said in 4 statement. 


The advertisements say claims may be made by mailing a 
postcard or letter with the person's full name and address 
and notification that a claim ts being made. Those making 
2Jaims will then be sent a questionnaire and further tnstruc- 


tions for validation. 

Officials said it was not necessary to have a lawyer file a 
slaim. 

The address for filing notice of claims Is: Dalkon Shield. 
20 Box 444, Richmond, Va. 23203. 


Custody Support 
for Homosexuals 


= The Women’s Legal Defense Fund 


Teen Pregnency 


Proposals 


As one way of combating unwanted 
teenage pregnancy, Wisconsin has 
adopted a unique law that holds parents 
financially responsible if their children 
under the age of eighteen have babies. 
Under the measure, a welfare agency 
could take either pair of grandparents to 
court to make them pay for the expenses 
of raising the baby. 

The sponsor of the bill, Stare 
Representative Marlin Schneider, said it 
was intended to reduce teenage pregnan- 
cy by increasing discussion between 
Parents and teenagers about sex. 

. The law efiap allocates $1 million 
for pregnancy counseling, bars a hospital 
or clinic from notifying parents of a 
girl's plan for abortion unless she con- 
sents, and repeals restrictions on the 
advertising and sale of contraceptives. 


Sojourner 


Clearinghouse Must 
Recleve Support 


The Narional Clearinghouse on 
Marital Rape, strapped by reduced fund- 
ing, is seeking assistance to continue its. 
work qnd transfer its services to other 
agencies. Founded in 1980, the Clear- 
inghouse has collected and maintained 
the country’s only library of resources on 
Marital rape and date rape. Its collection 
includes articles, briefs, testimony, let- 
ters from survivars, and copies of televi- 
sion and radio shows. The Clearinghouse 
has also provided speakers, consultants, 
and litigation advocates, and offered 
technical assistance (o organizations 
fighting marital rape. Tax-deductible 
donations or suggestions of individuals 
or agencies to help with the transfer of 
functions should be sent to: National 
Clearinghouse on Marital Rape, 
Women’s History Research Center, 2325 
Oak Street, Berkeley, CA 94708 
(415-548-1770). 


Sojourner 


announces the formation of The Lesbian 
and Gay Custody Project. The Project is 
funded by a grant from the Chicago Re- 
source Center. The project is preparing train- 
ing matenals for lawyers representing gay 
and lesbian parents. The objectives of the 
project are to publicize standards that mini- 
mize the significance of parents’ homosexu- 
ality in custody suits. Project head Nancy 
Polikoff cited a “need to change current ten- 
dencies in custody cases. Judges have enor- 
mous discretion in making child custody 
decisions. It is difficult to get a judge to 
focus on parenting ability and the parent- 
child relationship mother than on the parent's 
hamosexuality itself." 


Sojourner 


CWA Atfacks NOW 


© Bearing Christianity es both its weapon 
and its shield and Identifying “Ilbernis and 
humanists” os its targeted cross ta bear, 
the Concerned Women for America 
(CWA) seek to rid this world of such 
heathens os homosexuals, abortionists, 
and secular humanists, specifically 
members of the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) and National Organization 
for Wornen (NOW). 

Led by Beverly La Haye of Sen Diego. 
California, the CWA developed as a backlash 
to the Equal Rights Amendment effort in 
1979. La Haye claims thar her grass roots 
movement blossomed to ever 500,000 
women nationally in less than six years. The 
CWA National Advisory Council consists of 
14 women, of whom several are wives of 
rather infamous New Right leaders. They 
include Mace! Falwell, Dorochy Helms, and 
Frances Swaggert. When asked the 
question of what movements in America 
threaten the farnily and moral principles 
most, Beverly La Haye answered: “Probably 
the most dominant one is, the_Natianal 


ization for Women © 5 
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A Violent Scent 


The NOW-New 
York City Media Reform Task Force was 
informed by a female attorney specializing in 
patents and trademarks thet a company in the 
New York City vicinity had petitioned Wash- 
ington to register the name “Rape” for a new 
perfume. * 


New York Native 


~ A request by ne 
New York company to withdrrw or “aban- 
don” the name “Rape” hes been submitted to 
Washington. The company's vice-president 
reluctantly sdmitred this was the result of 
public pressure. 

The NOWNew York Homan 


Sojourner 


CWMians Seek Agent Orange Redress 


Representatives of the approx- 
imately 10,000 women who served as 
civilians in Vietnam are pressing 
for government recognition that 
they may have developed health 
problems as a result of exposure 


to Agent Orange. 


The women are asking to be 
included in government studies 
of the effects of Agent Orarue, 
a defolfiant widely used by 
American forces in Vietnam. 
also claim that they should have 
the same eligibility as veterans 
for financial compensation. 

Agent Orange contains dioxin, 
a highly toxic substance, which 


abortions. 


has been linked in studies of 
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Regents Ponderin 
‘Comparable Worth’ 
Study of Salaries 


BOSTON — The Board of Regents 

of Higher Education agreed 

to explore the feasibility of 
carrying out a study to compare the 
salary levels of male. and female 
faculty and professional administra- 
tive jobs at the state’s colleges and 
universities. 

The initial study would explore 
the cost of undertaking such a study 
and the time that would be required 
to do it. 

Regent Gerard F. Doherty told 
the board a study of pay levels 
between comparable jobs in the 
higher education system would have 
to be undertaken by an outside firm 
because the board lacks the man- 
power to undertake the study itself. 

A “comparable worth” study of 
state government jobs undertaken 
from 1977 to 1980 showed that state 
service continued to be substantially 
sex-segregated along traditional 
market lines, according to Carleton 
H. LaPorte, Jr., a regents vice 
chancellor and director of employee 
relations. 

In December, the regents were 
urged to evaluate ‘‘gender equity in 
professional jobs” in higher educa- 
tion by state Rep. Joan M. Menard, 
House chairwoman of the Special 
Committee on Comparable Worth, 
according to a memorandum sub- 
mitted to the board yesterday by 
LaPorte. 

Comparable worth, or pay equity, 
is the principle that women should 
be paid the same as men for jobs 
that are comparable in responsibili- 


animals to ailments of the bladder, 
spleen and liver, and to spontaneous 


Some of the women who served 
as Civilians in Vietnam have 
reported ailments such as virulent 
forms of acne, irregular menstrual 
periods, miscarriages, cancer of 
the cervix and birth defects in 
their children. 

Since the women have not been 
They studied in any systematic manner 
it is not known if their illnesses 
were caused by exposure to Agent 
Orange. Or. Vernon N. Houk, 
director of environmental health 
at the Centers for Disease Control 


ty and required qualifications. 


Hampshire Gazette 


Nuclear Piant 
Worker Killed 


ker at a Tennessee Valley 
Agesuy (TVA) nuclear plant who 
complained about TVA safety violations 
was shot to death on September 26. 
Judith Penley worked at the Watts Bar 
nuclear power plant in Tennessee. which 
was scheduled to begin power produc- 
tion in 1985, But its startup and all other 
TVA nuclear power operations were 
suspended by the agency's board when: 
whistleblower charges of serious safety 
violations in TVA nuclear plants proved 
true. In August, TVA paid a $100,000 
fine for submitting fabricated quality 
assurance reports to the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. After several 
TVA workers reported being threatencd 
for their complaints of safety violations, 
the TVA board hired an outside contrac- 
tor. Quality Technology Company 
(QTC), to listen to whistleblower com- 
plaints. 

Penley had worked at another TVA 
plant prior to her employment at Watts 
Bar, and had developed a reputation for 
speaking out about safety violations. She 
first visited QTC on September 1, and. 
while driving home from work on 


Cancer ond 
Estrogen 


© The link between the use of estrogen and 
uterine cancer has been found to be more 
serious than previously k-lieved. 

Medical autharities have recagnized for a 
decade that the use of estrogen hormones to 
(reat menopause symptoms increased the msk 
of localized uterine cancers. They had sug- 
gested that these risks would decline after the 
therapy was stopped. 

A recent study by the Bostaa University 
Schoal of Medicine. involving over 1,200 
women. found that estrogen also increased 
the risk of more seriaus, yeneralized cancers, 
and that the risks did not decline even 10 
years alter the therapy wus discontinued. 

Any womaa wha has not had a hysterec- 
tomy and has uscd estrogen for a year or 
more at any time in the past should have 
regular gynecologic examinations. 

The New York Times 
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oppearance 
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under consfruction. 


Shadowpainters 
Found Innecent 


By DEBORAH McDERMOTT 

A technicality in the law caused a 
Hampshire District Court judge yes- 
terday to declare 10 area residents 
innocent of any crime, though the 
admitted painting ‘‘nuclear shad- 
ows" on the sidewalks of Northamp- 
ton last August. 

The 10 were in court on a com- 
plaint from Northampton police that 
they painted 17 images of human 
beings on city sidewalks Aug. 6. The 
images were to commemorate the 
people vaporized by the bombing of 
Hiroshima 40°years earlier. 

The local group was among 15,000 

ople world-wide who painted simi- 
ar shadows on Aug. 6, as part of 
the International Shadow Project, 


Hampshire Gazette 


"I would say that the area we 
were in was Saturated with the 
defoliant" Joan M. Maiman, a Red 
Cross hospital worker in Vietnam 
in 1970 and 1971 told The New York 
Times. "We washed in Tocal water, 


U.S. Lags 
in Childcare 


The United States lags far behind *‘the 
rest of the civilized world’ in its efforts 
to allow working parents to care for their 
children, according to a two-year, 
federally-financed study by Yale's Bush 
Center on Child Development and Social 
Policy. Every western industrial nation 
except the U.S. provides some form of 
mandated maternity leave and, among 
Third World nations, cighty-one percent 
have such policies. Sixty percent of 
working American women are without 
any form of paid matemity leave. 

The report noted thar while nearly fif- 
ty percent of all U.S. mothers work out- 
side the home, ‘a growing proportion of 
American families do not have the 
means to finance leaves of absence from 
work in order to care for their infadts."* 
The study recommends that a leave 
period of no less than six months be 
made available to either parent, in- 
cluding a three-month period with par- 
tial income replacement at seventy-five 
percent of previous salary. The report 
also recommended,’ as ‘the most effi- 
cient and effective financing 
mechaniem,”” that the federal govern- 
ment require employee-employer con- 
tributions toward an insurance fund for 
maternity leave and child care, which 
could be administered az the federal, 
State, or corporate level. (Baston Globe) 


Sojourner 


in Atlanta, said the civilians 
could not be studied. 
no central listing anywhere of 
who was there as civilians. We'd 
have to ask for volunteers, and 
that would not be a valid study." 


"There. is 


September 23, suffered an attack thar 
left twenty-seven bullet holes in her 
pickup truck. Although frightened. 
Penley went to talk to QTC again on 
September 26. A few hours later, as sha 
sat in a friend's car ina parking tot neas 
her home, she was killed by two shots uf 
the head from a high-powered rifle. + 
Local police believe the killing may 
have been commitied by a professional 
contract’ killer. But some local 
authorities have suggested thar the 
shooting could stem from troubles in 
Penley's personal life. But, unlike Karen 
Silkwood (whose personal life was used 
by officials of Kerr-McGee in Oklahoma 
as a justification for ignoring her pro- 
tests about safety), Penley was reparted- 
ly quietly married with two children, 
The Natural Rights Center, an en- 
vironmental law project in Tennessee, 
has called for an FBI investigation of 
Penley's death. Although the Center is 
wary of the FBI because it may have 
participated in a cover-up of the 
Silkwood case, Center director Albert 
Bates says, ““The investigation is present- 
ly being handled by state and local police 
who have neither the training nor the 
funding to seriously investigate a con- 
spiracy of these proportions." (off our 


backs) Sojourner 


Abortion In 
Spain 


©3000 Sgantsh feminists openly defled 
restrictive abortion imvs at a notional com 
vention in Barcelona. : 

Two pregnant young women went into a 
conference room with two medical techni- 
cians and o group of feminist leaders to hove 
illegal abortions. The aberted fetuses were 
later publicly displayed, and nearly all of 
those attending the convention signed “‘con- 
fessions™ taking responsibility. 

The new Spanish abortion law permits 
abortion only in cases of rape, danger to the 
mother, or when the fetus is malformed. 
However, pressure from the Raman Catholic 
Church and the medical establishment have 
limited the availability of abartions even 
more. Between August, when the law went 
into effect, and early October, only about 20 
legal abortians had been recarded. 

The New York Times 


Sojourner 
Fired for 
Breaking Silence 


One of the contributors to Lesbian 
Nuns: Breaking Silence has been fired 
from her job because of her association 
with the book, Sister Pat O'Donnell, 
who worked at Picture Rocks Retreat 
near Tucson, Arizona, discussed her 
contribution to the book with the direc- 
tor of Picture Rocks, Father Lyte Konen, 
fong before the book was published, and 
he had been understanding. However, it 
appears that pressure on Father Konen 
following the book's publication pushed 
him to dismiss her. Sister Pat's 
Dominican community, which owns 
several copies of the book, was not in- 
volved in the decision. Donations would 
help Pat O’ Donnell through this time of 
transition, and can be sent to her at 2937 
E. 22nd Street, Tucson, AZ 95726-6247, 
(Gay Community News) 


Sojourner 


Women Prisoners 
Protest 


« Women prisoners carried cut n five- 
hour sitdown protest against the refirml of 
prisan offfcinis to discipline a guard wko 
hed becten a woman psisoner uncenscious. 
The protest in Marysville, Ohio, took place 
on August 16th, the day after the incidert in 
which the guard, a Mr. McKinnion, inter- 
vened in a fight between two women prison- 
ers and then proceeded to beat one of them 
in front of a large number of other women 
who shouted at him w stop. When McKin- 
non retumed to duty the next day with no 
action having been taken, the sitdown protest 
was quickly organized. 

Seventeen of the women involved in the 
Protest were transferred to another facility; 
all have been threatened with severe punish- 
ment. The prisaners-have requested that peo- 
ple write to Superintendent Dorothy Am, 
1379 Collins Ave.. Marysville, OH 43040. 

Through the Looking Glass 


Under Arrest 


© A Florida woman with AIDS who was 
arrested for prastitution has been placed - 
under electronic house arrest because jail 
employees did not want to be in contact with 
her. Twenty-year-old Lydia Mustoz is re- 
Quired to wear a three-ounce plastic trans- 
mitter that alerts a computer in the sheriff's 
office when she is more than 200 feet from 
her home phone. 

New York Native 


Sojourner 


sometimes we drank local water. 
We were brushing against plants 
that tad been sprayed. We were 
sitting in the dirt, 
much of it was heavily defoliated." 
_ A $180 million fund was set 
up in 1984 by the manufacturers of 
Agent Orange to settle a lawsuit 
brought by Vietnam veterans. fhe 
settlement, which also covered 
7,900 women who served in the 
military in Vietnam, did not 
apply to civilians. 


We know 


by june thomas 


Tye, 


Syn, “ore Vanb Times, 


off our backs 
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WAAP 
Anti-Porn 
Campaign 
Continues 


Editor’s Note: This article express- 
es the views of the Women's 
Alliance Against Pornography, not 
necessarily those of the staff of the 
Valley Women’s Voice. However, 
we recetved it for publication and 
have printed it in the interests of 
informing the women of the 
Pioneer Valley of current events. 
Opposing ideas and viewpoints wel- 
comed. 


Voters in Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts have defeated a binding referen- 
dum question which would have 
amended the city’s human rights 
ordinance to define pornography 
as a form of sex discrimination. 
The question was defeated by a 
margin of 13,028 to 9,515 votes, or 
58% to 48%. 

The amendment, written by 
Andrea Dworkin and Catherine 
MacKinnon, defined pornography 
asacivil rights violation and would 
have given women harmed by porn- 
ography access to the Cambridge 
Human Rights Commission to file 
a claim of sex discrimination. The 
November 5 vote in Cambridge 
marked the first time such a law 
has appeared as a municipal ballot 
question. 

The campaign for the law was 
initiated by the Cambridge 
Women’s Alliance Against Porn- 
ography, a radical feminist organ- 
ization founded in 1984. Last 
summer WAAP collected 5252 sig- 
natures of registered Cambridge 
voters on petitions in order to have 
the question placed on the Novem- 
ber 5 ballot. 

After the signatures were verified 
by the Election Commission, the 
question was submitted to the Cam- 
bridge City Council. According to 
Massachusetts law, the City Coun- 
cil had two choices: to immediately 
pass the initiative into law, or to 
submit the question to voters 1n 
the November election. The Coun- 
cil instead illegally voted on Sep- 
tember 16 to withhold the question 
from the ballot. This action 
sparked WAAP 00 file suit 10 the 
Massachusetts Supreme ucrere 
Court, which upheld WAAP's bal- 
lot access. : 

With four weeks left ro election 
day, WAAP waged a grass-rools 
door-to-doorcampaign utilizing leaf- 
lets, speaking engagements 4 
phone trees in an effort to gaf net 
support for the anti-pornography 


cont’d on page 12 


Progress: 
Program for 
Lesbian, Gay & 
Bi Concerns 


by Felice Yeskel 


The Program for Gay, Lesbian 
and Bisexual concerns at Umass 
was created last fall and has just 
completed its first semester of oper- 
ation. Some homophobic incidents 
occurring in the fall of '84 led toa 
united and strong response from 
Lesbians, Gay men, Bisexuals and 
their heterosexual allies. This res- 
ponse took the form of a three 
hundred-person demonstration out- 
side Whitmore where the students 
presented the administration with 
a list of demands. The University 
administration, realizing there was 
a serious problem, commissioned 
Felice Yeskel to undertake a com- 
prehensive investigation of the 
needs, concerns and services avail- 
able to the Lesbian, Gay and Bisex- 
ual community. The results of this 
investigation were presented to 
the UMass administration in the 
spring of ‘85 along with fifteen 
recommendations for change. The 
administration partially acted on 
that list of recommendations, and 
last fall created the Program for 
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Con- 
cerns. Felice Yeskel and Reed Ide 
were hired as the two co-directors 
of the program. 

At the end of the first semester, 
the Program for Gay, Lesbian, and 
Bisexual Concerns has already seen 
a number of major accomplish- 
ments. An open house for the pro- 
gram in early December was atten- 
ded by over 150 students, faculty, 
staff and administrators. The Pro- 
gram has set up internships for 
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual students 
to work with the Program or with 
the Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual! Coun- 
seling Collective for academic 
credit. Felice Yeskel and Reed Ide 
have had meetings with other 
campus agencies such as Health 
Services, Mental Health, Counsel- 
ing Center, Psychological Services, 
and Everywoman’s Center to talk 
about how to improve health and 
mental health services to Lesbian, 
Gay, and Bisexual students. 

The Program has had meetings 
with the Lesbian Union, The Les- 
bian, Gay and Bisexual Alliance, 
the Counseling Colective, and 
HAVEN to talk about networking 
and strengthening the Lesbian and 
Gay community. The Program is 
establishing a resource library and 
already has received contributions 

cont ’d on page 12 
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Walking Across the U.S. 
§,000 March for Peace 


by Phyllis Rodin 


On March 1, I, Phyllis Rodin, 
will join 4,999 other Americans 
who will have left their homes, 
their jobs, their families and 
friends to begin a nine-month trek 
across these United States from 
Los Angeles to Washington, D.C. 
with a single goal in mind: bilateral 
nuclear disarmament. 

With the hope in our hearts that 
five thousand people walking 
across this land of ours, will encour- 
age those others who have sup- 
pressed their fears and their tears, 
mesmerized by the lies and the 
insidious contrivances and the rhe- 
toric of those who would prepare 
us for their Armageddon so that 
profits will prevail over the safety 
and well-being of this nation’s own 
people, to join us in our demands 
to “Give peace a chance.” 

As we make our way eastward, we 
will encounter rain and snow and 
heat. As we cross the Mojave 
Desert, and climb Colorado's 
12,000 foot Loveland Pass to cross 
the Great Plains to gather strength 
in numbers, as we reaffirm our 
faith in the crue democratic process 
and in our rights as citizens of this 
great country to enjoy this land and 
this planet without the constant 
threat of nuclear annihilation, our 
energy will be emboldened by the 
good wishes and active support of 
all we meet along the way. 

And when we enter Washington, 
we will carry those dreams and 
hopes and aspirations that will be 
consigned to us by those we meet 
along the way. 

As a World Citizen, I have an 
obligation to my friends, my family 
and my neighbors the world over 


to end the threat of nuclear war; to 
raise my voice, in the spirit of good 
will and peace, to call upon my 
leaders to make bilateral nuclear 
disarmament a reality and to 
inspire other citizens of the world 
to change the course of planetary 
destruction to a plan for implemen- 
ting peace of mind in a world at 
peace. 

But, most important, each step 
I...we take will be for those we love 
and for those who suffer because 
our leaders have fallen prey to the 
spell of bigger and better war 
machines. Ours is then the obliga- 
tion to ourselves, our loved ones 
and our planet to end the threat of 
nuclear war...to call upon chose 
people in Washington, with one 
voice, to make bilateral disarma- 
ment a reality and inspire citizens 
the world over co change...to begin 
to envison the World Beyond War 
and to make it happen. 

I am not the only one who is 
marching to this tune and I cherish 
the chance to exchange ideas and 
strengthen convictions and estab- 
lish the networks necessary to 
make this come true...women who 
have marched with me before, all 
over this land, and men, too...peo- 
ple who dream what that World 
Beyond War must be like. 

I am not alone: Others who are 
going onthe ProPeace march from 
pioneer valley are: 

Evan Conroy, Michelle Goodwin, 
Elisabeth Kozeniewsky, Lawrence 
Fitzpatrick, Hank Rivers, Bee 
Ring. 

Mary Walcott (584-5952) will 
accept pledges and donations, tax- 
exempt, if made out to ProPeace. 


Se = 


Legal Services for Women 
LSO Attorney Carol Booth 


by Cheryl Hohmann 


Carol Booth is the fourth and only 
woman attorney working with the 
UMass Legal Services Office (LSO) 
at the Amherst campus. Booth, 
who is a former undergraduate 
student at UMass, graduated from 
Boston College Law School in 
1980. After law school she accep- 
.ted a job offer from the Develop- 
mental Disabilities Law Center in 
Springfield, which is where she 
spent the last five years. 

Carol Booth was hired by the 
University last September as a 
temporary fourth attorney for the 
Legal Services Office. However, 
negotiations are currently going on 
to recreate a permanent fourth 
attorney position on a regular 
basis. If this position does become 
available, Booth would like to con- 
tinue her work at the University. 

After spending the last five years 
working solely with disability law, 
she is enjoying the opportunity to 
work with more diverse legal 
issues. Frequently these issues 
include landlord-tenant and con- 
sumers’ protection complaints. 


Booth is also the attorney 
primarily responsible for handling 
sexual harassment and discrim- 
ination complaints for the office. 
One of the interests Carol Booth 
shares with the other attorneys 
from Legal Services is a desire to 
improve the communication bet- 
ween LSO and the women atten- 
ding the University. She feels there 
are many unmet needs within the 
women’s community and that LSO 
could take a more active role in 
providing assistance. Booth said, “I 
believe there are many women on 
campus that do not identify them- 
selves as the victims of illegal 
activities simply because the harass- 
ment or discrimination directed at 
them is so commonplace.” The 
role she sees for herself is the 
provider of necessary information 
on legal rights and various alter- 
natives for redress, so that women 
can decide for themselves what is 
best for them. It is her hope that 
women will use this information as 
a self-empowering tool in achiev- 
ing their demands and goals. 
oont’d on page 12 
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She’s Playing Our Songs: 
Johanna’s New Song Library 


by Lisa Bohne 


As a child, Johanna Halbeisen 
grew up listening to Union songs. 
She has been interested in music 
since birth. In 1974, having been 
inspired by the union of music and 
politics, Johanna began to record 
political songs by then-unknown 
artists. She also accumulated maga- 
zines and albums of topical music. 
Today, Johanna runs the New 
Song Library in Northampton, 
which houses over 15,000 songs, 
700 records, 700 tapes, 750 lyric 
sheets, and 90 songbooks and period- 
icals (such as Fastfolk, New City 
Songster, and Women and Music). 
The collection consists of radio 
programs, live recordings, comm- 
ercial material, workshops, and 
demos. 

The material in the library isona 
wide range of topics, mostly in 
folk-style music. Many of the songs 
are about, written, and performed 
by women. Johanna describes the 
music she collects as “people 
talking about issues in their lives.” 
She values the power of the song to 
speak to people and feels that in 


some cases, music can get infor- 

mation to people at times when 

other things fail. She sees music as 

a way to build a new society and the 

library as a commitment to that. 

The New Song Library serves asa 
resource to musicians, filmmakers, 
teachers and political organizers. 
The main emphasis of the library 
is to serve people who use music in 
their work. Musicians such as 
Holly Near and Peggy Seeger use 
the library for song reference and 
for exploration of new material. 
Sarah Pirtle, from the Traprock 
Peace Center, has used the library 
to compile a series of songs for a 
group of workshops following the 
TV movie The Day After. The 
library has also been used to create 
curriculum for day-care centers, in 
a workshop for women who are 
victims of sexual assault, and for 
local cable TV shows. 

One of the largest parts of the 
library's collection is the record- 
ings from the yearly People’s 
Music Weekends (part of the 
People’s Music Network for Songs 


cont ’d on page 13 


Take a moment to listen to your 
body. Do you have a stiff shoulder, 
an aching lower back? Generally, 
do you feel tense or unwell? Picture 
yourself floating down the street in 
the crisp winter sunshine, drunk 
with relaxation. Massage is a gift to 
yourself that you deserve. 

But picking a massage therapist 
out of the papers can be a confus- 
ing task. Many practitioners adver- 
tise using words foreign to the 
average person. For purposes of 
definition, this article gives an over- 
view of some massage techniques 
and reviews the holistic approach 
to health care. Consider your needs 
when choosing which technique 
and/or practitioner is right for 
you. 


Why Massage? 


Through physical manipulation, 
a massage practitioner stimulates 
the body's natural healing abilities. 
Muscle spasms relax, allowing incr- 
eased blood circulation and an imp- 
roved supply of oxygen and nut- 


Massage Techniques 


by Margot Gilfeather 


rients throughout the body. 
Massage also promotes the elimi- 
nation of toxic wastes and streng- 
thens the immune system. The 
emotional effects can range froma 
peaceful state of relaxation to a 
powerful release of hidden emo- 
tional trauma. Massage brings to 
you an awareness of your body that 
can lead you to better health. 
Different techniques speak to dif- 
ferent needs. In their excellent 
book Massageworks, D. Baloti Law- 
rence and Lewis Harrison describe 
various methods of bodywork, defin- 
ing them as structure-based, energy- 
based or combined systems of body 
manipulation. Structure-based is a 
Western, mechanical approach to 
the body, emphasizing correct align- 
ment. Examples of structure-based 
bodywork are Swedish Massage, 
Chiropractic, Rolfing and the Alex- 
ander Technique. Acupressure, 
Shiatsu and Reflexology are energy- 
based, or Eastern systems, wherein 
the main objective is to restore the 
balance of energy in the body. An 
example of a combined system is 
Polarity Therapy. 
cont'd on page 14 
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Olivia Recording Artist 


Deidre McCalla 


Monday, February 24 at 7 PM 
Iran Horse. Northampton, MA. 
413-584-0610 

tix are $5 advance/$6 al the door 


DON’T MISS HER!!! 
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Goldsmiths © Gem Gallery 


Northampton 584-3324 
Amherst 253-3324 _ 


3 Pleasant St. 
N. Pleasant St. 
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Viki Maureen 
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Thursday, February 13 

(10 PM show on demand) 
fron Horse, Northampton, MA. 
413-584-0610 

j tix are $6 advance 

$7 at the door 
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Chris 
William- 
son’s 


Angelic Snow Angel? 


Open Letter 
to Olivia 


by Diana 


Hugs 


Snow Angel: a 


Review by Eileen Rannenberg 


There are letters you know you 
have to answer--they're the ones 
from mothers, fathers, aunts, 
uncles, and people you owe money 
to. Then there are the letters to 
which you have to respond because 
they are written by people who 
have, for one reason or another, 
piqued your curiosity or nipped at 
your conscience. The open letter to 
the women of Olivia written on 
December 6, 1985 by Diane Hugs 
of Oakland, CA is one of the latter. 

Hugs’ objections to the album 
center around the fact that it is a 
Christmas album and that the hol- 
iday season is oppressive. By tak- 
ing the brief reference to the High 
Holy Days included in the greeting 
and blowing it up to a “quiet form 
of anti-semitism" seems to smack 
of a “witch hunt” of its own. The 
opening words of the greeting “Holiday 
...High Holy Days...W inter Solstice... 
Yuletide Season...Christmas time...” 
seems to me to be only a way to 
cover all bases and offend no one. 
But wait. The message goes on, 
innocuously it seems: “A time of 
family and friends, feasting and 
firelight, che sound of bells ringing 
outacross a snowy night, the light- 
ing of the candles, the trimming of 
the trees and the turning of our 
thoughts upon the sacred ways of 
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The orange on the “Lesbian Con- 
centrate” album must have with- 
ered when you released Chris Wil- 
liamson’s “Snow Angel.” No 
matter how it’s justified, the fact 
remains that this is a Christmas 
album. It’s being supportive of the 
patriarchal system to sing, “It's the 
very best time of the year,” about 
the most oppressive holiday. If you 
question the traumatic impact, just 
take a look at the suicide rate dur- 
ing the Christmas season. It's 
really unfortunate that this album 
was released at such a time as to 
not allow for response before the 
Christmas season was upon us. 


DYKESTeWATCH 


peace.” Having acknowledged all 
the major celebrations, religious 
and non-religious (and in the pro- 

cess displacing the High Holy 

Days), she concludes: ‘No matter 

what its name, this high point of 
the calendar has forever been cele- 

brated in joyous and sacred ways as 

we bid farewell co the dark days of 
winter, and welcome with songs 

and thanksgiving the bright, hope- 

ful sun of a brand new year.” And 

then she proceeds with a Christ- 

mas album, complete with Christ- 
mas carols! 

Diane Hugs has stated her objec- 
tions to Cris Williamson and Oli- 
via Records’ issuing a Christmas 
album. I'll state mine. 

Raised a Roman Catholic, the 
most important component of the 
Christmas story, the “virgin birth,” 
was thoroughly taught and unques- 
tioningly learned. It has only been 
recently that I have begun list- 
enin g more closely and that an 
Early American Christmas song 
“A Virgin Unspotted” began to 
stick in my craw! I then began to 
listen to the words used to describe 
Mary--"pure, chaste, undefiled” 
and to realize that that is what 
helps shape our society's concept 
of what is “proper” for a woman, 
and that is my objection to a femi- 


um RAISIN ICE CREAM... 
ees BROWN PAPER TACK- 
AGES TIED UP IN STRING + cf 


Certainly the fact that this may be 
a painful issue for many women 
didn’t seem to count for much. To 
put out that this is a joyous time of 
year, a family time, invalidates 
many of us who came from abusive 
families. Holidays in general and 
Christmas specifically are often 
used as excuses for even more 
abuse. Yet you have chosen to 
ignore that and go along with pat- 
riarchal society's oppressiveness 
around Christmas. Isn't that 
hypocrisy in action? 
Including the High Holy Days in 
the message of seasonal greetings 
seems ignorant and manipulative. 
While I am not Jewish myself, ic 
still angers me when the most holy 
time of the Jewish calendar (which 
is in the fall, not winter) is used to 
justify the blatant Christianity of 
this album. It's imperative that we 
remember that it was Christians in 
Europe who used both Christmas 
and Easter as excuses to carry out 
their pogroms against Jewish peo- 
ple. For many Jews, Christmas 
meant staying out of the way of the 
Christians or hiding altogether. To 


nist issuing a Christmas album. 
Oh yes, the record. It is filled wich 
warm, folksy songs and chatter, 
and as I listened for the umpteenth 
time, trying to capture just what it 
reminded me of--suddenly I saw it! 
A Perry Como or Bing Crosby and 
Little Mary Frances TV Christmas 
Special set in the “Little House on 
the Prairie.” As Cris sang of riding 
in the car in “Wish-Book” or of 
skating around the kitchen floor, 
tags tied to her feet by her mother 
so that she and her brother could 
polish the floor (what fun!) or of 
Dad “smiling sweetly” as he took 
her freshly-cuc hair and placed it 
on the Christmas tree so that “this 
year we'll have real angel hair” I 
thought “I sure hope your child- 
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use reference to the High Holy 
Days is simply manipulating real- 
ity to fit your present economic 
strategy. 

I'm sure that Jewish women will 
have their own responses to this 
quiet form of anti-semitism. Many, 
I believe, are not yet aware of the 
album's existence. Still Christian- 
ity has been and continues to be 
used to oppress people, i.e. Jews, 
Lesbians, Witches, strong women 
in general, and indigenous people 
all over the world. My hope is that 
other non-Jewish women will also 
respond to the anti-semitism of 
this album, along with sharing 
how they feel this in general. 

By supporting Chris in this 
Christmas album you have been 
accomplices -to the general move 
toward the right in this country. 
Every little bic of conservative cap- 
italism hurts. The ‘Family Protec- 
tion Act” was a legal threat to les- 
bians as well as other people. 
Olivia Records producing “Snow 
Angel” is a cultural and emotional 
threat to many of us. 

I hope in the future you will con- 
sider the consequences of doing 
albums just because a ‘women's 
music” superstar wants to do it. 
While there may be women who 
accept this album, there are proba- 
bly a greater number who will find 
it offensive. 

But let’s not stop here. Let's start 
by listening to each other. 
Building New Coalitions 
Taking New Risks 
Being Strong, Together 


hood was every bit as happy as you 
depict it (mine wasn't) and that 
your album made lots of money 
because that's the ‘cause’ it seems 
to support.” And then I realized 
why Diane Hugs was so angry. 
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Love and Rockets 


Love and Rockets, although written and drawn 
worth reading (and purchasing -- they need yo 
drawn by two brothers, “Los Brothers Hernandez 
has his own comic book story within Love and Roc 
the Village Voice, three brothers used to work on 
but one went back to work full time in the constru 
‘support this venture. 

The world of Jaime Hernandez's strip, The Mecha 
Central American terrain with dangerous jungles 
saurs, mysteriously not extinct, hide in the swame 

The Mechanics’ characters are mostly women: st 
women. Some of them are ex-wrestlers and superh 
character, Maggie, is eighteen and has spikey hair. § 
might bea friend of mine. Almost everyone seems t. 
both brothers’ stories, and the text is smattere 
words. Jaime’s story, The Mechanics, has more tex 
comic (this style is sometimes referred to asa “grap: 
those who are used to The Archies and Spiderma 

patience. 

Both brothers’ portrayals of women are excellem. 
brave and strong, yet human and believable. Ane 
Maggie writes back to her friends sounds like some 
friend of mine might have written: “Today they se 
doctor who gave us shots so we wouldn’t catch a, 
diseases. Of course he gave them to the men on 
told me it’s better for females to get it you-know-» 
a stupid shit I fell for it, ‘til he started drooling ai 
The boys thought it was kind of cute. I hate me 
rain stopped and it was back to work ...”. 

In another segment, Maggie falls in love with a gor 

Ks! asked Me tp qe asks her to go away with him. She explains that sh 
Way.” T sa; 'S him.“No lot of thinking about herself lately . . . and has de 
2 Justa hug, then eeS'Y- most of all to remain with Hopey, her best friend, an 
things up with her so they can continue to be frier 
: : Gilbert's stories are full of burnt-out fucurist citi 
Wimmen’s punk-looking people wander, yet they still manage! 
Comix, 1983 human. He also does a less punk series set in the s 
looking village of Palomar, “where men are menan 

sense of humor.” 


It is strange, then, that though the brothers st" 
thetic to women, the women they draw all havet 
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Platz’. Another piece, by Pheobe L. A. Gloeck 
is to find oneself ina sexually ambiguous si 
neat rape, which the character numbly acce 
of things (an exerpt of it is printed here). 
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Sisterhood of Steel 


Normally I hate popular fantasy stories, with their gooey senti- 
mental images of elves and unicorns, or on the other extreme, their 
constant blood-and-guts sword fighting. Sisterhood of Steel avoids 
both these pitfalls. Writer/creator Christy Marx gives usa very real 
story about a matriarchal society of swordswomen. Her characters 
are not caricatures, nor is their time spent in gory fighting. They 
love, live, and struggle to keep their society intact. When womendie 
in battle, it is tragic, not gory. 

Unfortunately there is little overt lesbianism, but it does seem to 
be quite accepted within the sisterhood. Those who do choose to 
sleep with men do not spend their lives pining over them, Although 
one woman does leave the sisterhood, which she finds too confining 


( ZIRE WOMEN? “< 


ys 


(it's not all-perfect) to be with her male lover. 


Artist Mike Vosburg draws women of all colors, ages, shapes and 
sizes, from the square-jawed, spike-haired swordtrainer, to the 
wrinkled, ancient queen and the classically elegant princess of 
swords. Unforrunately, his main characters resemble (too much for 
my taste) typical young, curvacious, white-skinned comic book 
women with their flowing hair. The story, however, has me 
intrigued and I am waiting for more. 


Bc) jab 


. Thanks to Peter Gallo, for talking to me about underground, alternative and mainstream comics. Thanks also to Matt Levin for 


7 WITH THE PRINCESS’ 
PERMISSION, I 


lending me Love and Rockets and turning me on to back issues of Wonder Woman. 
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Transitions will be a monthly 


column spotlighting local women 
who are in the process of effecting 
change in their lives. Our society, 


though expanding its options for 
women, still conditions many of us 
to limit our visions of what is pos- 
sible. There are innovative and 
courageous women living in the 
Pioneer Valley who are creating 
visions and taking the necessary 
steps to pursue and achieve their 
goals. These women are succeed- 
ing in their fields -- whether it be 
in’ business, the arts, education, 
politics, or human services. Public 
recogition is an integral pare of 
success and of feeling good about 
oneself. Such recognition is often 
withheld from women in our cul- 
cure. This column is about giving 
women the recognition they 
deserve for the efforts they 
expend. 

February spotlights Ruth V. Bar- 
ton, 25, of Northampton, the 
founder and chief administrator of 
Barton & Daughter, Unlimited, a 
personalized computer and word 


processing service. On October 22, 
1985, Ruth opened the doors of 
Barton & Daughter, Unlimited, to 
the public. She is now in business 
for herself. Ruth made che transi- 


tion from secretary to independent 
businesswoman because she was 
seeking greater challenge in her 
professional life. 
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Rewing Up Business 


“J needed room to grow, a way of 
accessing more responsibility, and 
Iknew my skills were marketable,” 
Ruth explained to me in a recent 
interview. 

I asked Ruth to share her expe- 
rience of this transition with Val- 
ley Women’s Voice readers. 

“The biggest external barrier | 
encountered in making this busi- 
ness a reality was that secretarial 
services are on the low end of fhe 
payscale. I learned from my iast 
secretarial job that these services 
are incredibly important to the 
successful running of a business. If 
there is an efficient, thorough per- 
son taking care of the paperwork, 
this can increase the potential of 
any business immeasurably. The 
devaluation of secretarial services 
was my greatest obstacle. Once I 
calculated the costs of running my 
own business versus what people 
were willing to pay for secretarial 
services, I discovered the profit 
margin was very narrow. I've had 
to raise both my prices and other 
people’s consciousness regarding 


the value of secretarial services in 
order to succeed in my business. 


“I did think of giving up several 
times during this transition when 
something I counted on happening 
didn’r happen. At those times, I 
would think to myself, ‘Well, what 
do I feel about this?’ Am I sup- 


posed to keep going?’ What always 
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across from Academy of Music 


AMHERST Boltwood Walk 


by Barbara A. McCallum 


emerged was a very strong feeling 
of: ‘What the heck! Just go for it. 
I've come this far. So what if it 
didn’t happen, maybe I can make it 


happen myself. 
“I have gained more hardheaded- 


ness, more experience and more 
knowledge. I've found a profes- 
sional niche and enjoy feeling a 
part of the world. Business can bea 
fun way of relating to people. 
Initially, I feared I would lose the 
money invested in my business. 
Now I fear the harrowing respon- 
sibility of meeting deadlines. 


“What I have done right has been 
to just keep going. My advice to 
other women in transition is to 
stick to your gut! You have to know 
inside that you really want to do 
something. If you are convinced of 
something enough, nobody can 
stop you from doing it. 

“My advice to women starting 
their own businesses is: beware of 
advice! Advice was freely given to 
me, which was good because I came 
in fairly blind. At some points, 
though, I relied so much on other 
people's advice that J lost a sense of 
trust in my own judgement. I 
realize now that I need to trust 
myself first, then I can listen to 
others’ advice. 

“I feel Iam more respected now 
thac I run my own business and 
also I have more respect for other 
people in business. | have more 
respect for myself now because 1 
cannot afford to put myself down 
in the ways I could before. My bus- 
iness has been an ideal arena for 
me to learn this process of giving 
up putting myself down. 
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“On a wall in my office hangs a 
poster that reads: ‘Forget about the 
pursuit of happiness, that way lies 
grief. Concentrate on the happi- 
ness of pusuit.’ 

“I characterize myself as a risk 
taker. I ride a Honda CB 750 K 
motorcycle and I know it is dan-_. 
gerous but I am passionate about 
riding it. This is one risk I love 
taking. I am 6 2” tall which has 
always been a hard fact for me to 
accept. My motorcycle is a way for 
mie to be as macho as I dare. I love 
figuring out how to be my own 
kind of female. 

“My business logo is a woman on 
a motorcycle. It is an energetic 
symbol, it has power, and it is fun. 
‘Rev up your business’ is my motto 
and that’s what Barton & Daugh- 
ter, Unlimited, is all about -- mak- 
ing your business more of what it 
already is.” 


“My unwillingness to accept my 
own limitations was and is an 
internal obstacle I am fighting to 
overcome. I expect so much of 
myself, work long hours, and get 
exhausted. I've lost my personal 
time -- time to go out at night and 
time to just be with other people. 
I'm sure this is temporary. 

“The mistakes I've made have 
been ones of foresight and of organ- 
izing my time. I give myself per- 

mission to make mistakes because I 
know it is part of the process. 
Murphy's Law is very active in my 
life right now. It's like 1 have to 
make every mistake that's possible 
before I can get through this initial 
phase and sail. I am just beginning 
to see the humor in it all. I feel like 
I'm a boat awash on a sea andl am 
trying to figure out when to steer 
the boat myself, and how to set the 
sails and use the tiller, and when to 
let the ocean just carry me. 
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Struggle Continues 
for Lord Jeff Workers 


The Lord Jeffrey Inn, a landmark 
for over sixty years in Amherst 
has closed due to a labor struggle 
which began in late October.The 
situation is all but over as the laid- 
off workers—-waitresses, waiters, 
housekeepers, gardeners, clerks 
and bartenders-—plan to be first 
in line for their jobs when the Inn 
reopens. 

It became apparent that a union 
was needed at the Lord Jeff when, 
according to Bill Bustead, long- 
time bus boy, a woman was fired 
for “not smiling enough.” That 
precipitated a disorganized protest 
strike in 1973. For the next three 
years, led in part by a woman 
named Ronnie Hayes, the workers 
organized a union drive. In 1976 
the Hotel and Restaurant and Bar- 
tenders Workers Union was voted 
in as the bargaining unit. The 
union made steady progress in 
obtaining decent working condi- 
tions for the Lord Jeff workers. 


by Mary Creamer 
Ila O’Brien 


Gwen Umanski 


rate substantially less than existing 
employees. This is an old and 
hackneyed Management tactic to 
divide and conquer. In an estab- 
lishment like the Lord Jeff, tur- 
nover would be approximately 
thirty percent a year. Under a two- 
tier wage system, at the end of a 
year thirty percent of the bargain- 
ing unit would be made up of new 
workers who would be making 
substantially less with no hope of 
ever achieving parity with semior 
workers. The existence of two 
“classes” of workers would encour- 
age divisiveness and undermine 
morale. This was obviously a 
union-busting tactic. The manage- 
ment wanted to phase out the old 
workers via a contract which 
offered nothing. The two-tier 
scheme extended into the realm of 
health benefits and seniority 
rights. Management wanted to cut 
health benefits for new and part- 
time workers and to have the 


“I had no idea what it would be 

like to work at a union place,” said 
Gwen Umanski, who was hired 
two and a half years ago as a wait- 
ress when she was putting herself 
through UMass. She described the 
contract in effect then as having a 
starting wage of $2.30 (minimum 
wage for waiting on tables was 
$2.01), an effective seniority sys- 
tem whereby people could choose 
their shifts on the basis of how 
long they'd worked, and as provid- 
ing health benefits, dental benefits, 
vaction, sick days and holidays. 

“The more outspoken members 
of the union were harassed 
though,” said Umaski. “The union 


protected people’s jobs so man- 
agement couldn't juse arbitrarily 
fire people.” 

Buc with the expiration of that 
most recent contract, many, if not 
all, of those rights were challenged. 
Many employees believe that Eric 
Nusbaum, the general manager 
who was hired last spring by 
Amherst College, was hired to bust 
the union. With only four weeks 
remaining before the expiration of 
the contract, management came fo 
the union with proposals which 
included cutbacks in the areas of 
wages, benefits and job protection. 

The most controversial proposal 
in the economic sphere was called 
the “two-tier wage system.” New 
employees were to be hired at a 


authority to arbitrarily schedule 
workers, while existing workers 
could schedule their own shifts by 
seniority. 


These proposals were totally 
unacceptable to union workers. 
When no settlement had been 
reached by the contract expiration, 
employees initiated a walk and 
work job action. They continued to 
work their regular shifts while 
Maintaining an informational 
picket line outside the Inn. Negoti- 
ations continued but no agreement 
was reached. On November 6, the 
dining room and bar closed, laying 
off fifty workers. Amherst College 
tried to block unemployment com- 
pensation for these workers, 
asserting that the picket line was 
responsible for the lack of business 
which forced the dining room to 
close. Blaming the victim and try- 
ing to take the losses out of the 
workers has been characteristic of 
Amherst College’s attitude 
throughout the dispute. 
Negotiations reached an impasse 
and then resumed the week before 
Thanksgiving. Still, a fair settle- 
ment could nor be reached. The 
management repackaged their 
proposals and offered a five-year 
phase-in period to bring new 
workers up to parity--instead of 
the two-tier system. This was a 
meaningless concession when 
viewed in light of the fact that they 
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Homebirth Tragedy Used 
for Political Ends 


We are deeply concerned and 
outraged by the handling of a 
recent case by Hampshire Obstet- 
rical and Gynecological Associates, 
Inc.(HOGA), specifically Drs. 
Topal, Schwartz, and Sprong. We 
feel their actions in this case bring 
into question their medical ethics, 
not to mention their sense of human- 
ity. 

A woman who chose homebirth, 
and was under standard medical 
care as well as midwifery care 
through her normal pregnancy, 
lost her child at birth. Within 
minutes after the midwives, one a 
trained nurse, detected a crisis, she 
was at Cooley Dickinson Hospiral. 
The baby died after Dr. Topal had 
been present at least fifteen 
minutes. The Greenfield Recorder 
(12/10/85) quoted a renowned 
expert who said the medical facts 
show the death was no one’s fault. 

HOGA went to the newspapers, 
saying the midwives and home- 
birth caused the baby’s death. They 
did this without the permission of 
the bereaved parents. Because they 
are opponents of homebirth, the 
doctors took advantage of the 
baby's loss, publicizing it, and 
causing even more grief for the 
parents. 

Our outrage is over the increased 
pain the doctors caused the 
parents; their brutal use of the 
tragedy to further their political 
goals. They have also abused their 
positions as doctors in the 
community by publicly, without a 
solid medical basis, accusing the 
midwives of incompetence and neg- 
ligence. 

The press has shown a sense-of 
humanity, and has concentrated 
more on the homebirth contro- 
versy itself rather than the 
particular tragedy. And it is a 
controversy. There are certain 
risks associated with both hospital 
and home births; recent statistical 
studies show that, under skilled 
supervision, homebirth is as safe as 
birth in a hospital. Many other 
states have much more open 
policies, and doctors, midwives, 
and hospitals cooperate well. Here 
in Massachusetts, there is lepis- 
lation pending in the Senate 
(S207) to regulate midwifery. A 
decision in August by the Supreme 
Judiciary Court declared that mid- 
wifery is not illegal, but it is not yet 
regulated. Presumably the doctors 
at HOGA, who are actively campaign- 
ing aginst S207, would rather see 
midwifery outlawed. 

There is a communication prob- 
lem between the medical estab- 
lishment and midwives; many on 
both sides are trying to solve it. 
However, the doctors at HOGA 
failed to respond at all to a letter 
from midwives requesting confer- 
ences or phone communications 
about women, HOGA patients, 
who have chosen homebirth. 
These are women the doctors are 
required to provide care for under 
their obligations to University 
Health Services and Valley Health 
Plan. By refusing to cooperate and 


communicate ina professional way 
with the midwives, the doctors are 
putting these women at risk. 

The doctors went against what 
we understand to be medical ethics 
when they contacted the press, vio- 
lating the parents’ privacy, and 
when they publicly accused the 
midwives of negligence. When the 
same thing happens to a fellow 
physician, there is no thought of 
going to the press with such a pri- 
vate medical matter. Instead, a 
medical board reviews the case; 
such a medical review by the Mas- 
sachusetts Midwife Alliance is 
pending in this case. That the doc- 
tors went to the press demon- 
strates their use of a patient's pri- 
vate medical situation to further 
their own political ends. 

We feel this situation requires 
some action by the community, by 
University Health Services, Valley 
Health Plan, and by any other med- 
ical groups employing HOGA. 
HOGA is the only place where 
women who use University Health 
Services are permitted to go for 
gynecological care; those who 
choose University Health Services 
under Valley Health Plan are also 
required to use that association for 
obstetrical and gynecological care. 
University Health Services and 
Valley Health Plan should take 
immediate action to replace 
HOGA with another group of gyne- 
cologists. It is unthinkable to us 
that the University Health Servi- 
ces medical plum should be 
enjoyed by doctors whose actions 
are so inhumane. We are also 
afraid to be treated, or have people 
we care for be treated at HOGA for 
obstetrical and gynecological 
problems. 

We urge others who are con- 
cerned by this situation to write to 
University Health Services at 
UMass; drop a note to Everywo- 
man's Center's medical registry if 
you have anything to say about 
these doctors. Contact your state 
senator about $207, legislation to 
regulate midwifery. 


Sharon Tracy 
Valley Health Plan Member 


Max Hartshorne 
Jonathan McClellan 
Kathryn Abbott 

Linda Jenness-McClellan 


University Health Services 
Members 
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Struggle, cont’d 


were offering a one-year contract. 
At the end of one year there would 
have been, for all practical pur- 
poses, a two-tier system anyway. 
Management's next move was to 
issue an ultimatum on December 
18th. They attempted to intimi- 
date the workers into accepting 
their proposals by stating that the 
five-year phase-in was their last 
and best offer. In another example 
of blaming the victim and not tak- 
ing responsibility for the College’s 
actions, Kent Faerber stated in a 
letter to union employees that the 
decision to close or keep the Inn 
open was the union's. Union 
counter-proposals included 
binding arbitration by a third party 
and an offer to freeze wages, giving 
the college the time they needed to 
study and consider their options. 
These were all rejected. In addi- 
tion, Faerber refused to guarantee 
that the Inn would remain open, 


Sharon Weizenbaum, RAC. 


Acupuncture 


*So Tai Exercises * 
* Childbinhand Women’s Health + 
* Chinese Dietetics and Herbs + 


even if the employees accepted the 
College's proposals. The 
employees did not accept the 
proposals and the Inn closed on 
January 1--indefinitely. 

Union members feel that this 
recent course of events prove that 
Amherst College's main goal has 
been and continues to be to bust 
the union. The closing on January 1 
is another tactic designed to des- 
troy solidarity. At this point the 
challenge seems to be who can wait 
it out the longest. Workers hope to 
rally community support for the 
time that the Inn reopens so that 
they can get their jobs back. 

If the union “goes away” then the 
Inn's new management will be free 
to exploit its workers as other res- 
taurants do. The union, however, 
has no intention of going away. For 
the Lord Jeffrey workers and their 
supporters, the fight is by no 
means over. 


WAAP, coni’d 


measure. Members of WAAP were 
particularly active at this time in 
working with local women who 
had been harmed by pornography 
and were ready to utilize the legis- 
lation. 

Co-authors Dworkin and Mac- 
Kinnon participated extensively in 
the campaign through personal 
appearances in Cambridge, includ- 
ing media appearances and a series 
of local speaking engagements. 

Other groups who acted in 
support of the WAAP effort 
include: Women Against Porn- 
ography, Feminists Fighting Por- 
nography, Pornography Aware- 
ness of North Carolina, Minn- 
eapolis Pornography Resource 
Center, and the Prostitutes Union 
of Massachusetts. 

Members of WAAP have ex- 
pressed disappointment at theamend- 
ment's defeat, but point to endor- 
sement among petition signers 
and thousands of voters as evi- 
dence of widespread support for 
the premises of the law. 

WAAP is continuing as both an 
educational and activist organiza- 
tion working with other feminist 
groups across the country in an 
effort to raise consciousness regard- 
ing the effects pornography has on 
all women. Women who are inter- 
ested in receiving more informa- 
tion about the initiative campaign 
or about other activities of WAAP 
can contacc the group at: 
Women’s Alliance Against Porn- 
ography PO Box 2027 
Cambridge, MA 02238 


Shirley Sicurello, 
M SW. 


Individual, 


Couple, Group 
Psychotherapy 


(413) 628-3990 
56 Main St., 
Northampton 
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Progress, cont'd 


of books and periodical subscrip- 
tions. The Program has conducted 
workshops for organizations and 
student groups on unlearning homo- 
phobia and heterosexism. 

The Program is underway with 
plans for this semester as well. 
Lesbian and Gay Awareness Week 
is one of the major events of the 
spring semester. This will be the 
third annual Week and will take 
place from April 5 through April 
13. Earlier on in the semester, two 
day-long programs are planned. 
On Feb. 15, an all day Saturday 
retreat is planned for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bisexual students at UMass 
and will focus on the following: 
Celebrating our Successes, Dealing 
with our Differences, Developing 
our Leadership, and Building our 
Communities. Two weeks later, 
the Program will be sponsoring a 
day-long trip to New York City to 
play and learn about Lesbian and 
Gay history and culture. 

The Program for Gay, Lesbian 
and Bisexual Concerns is eager to 
hear from women about their 
interests, concerns and needs. The 
Program is there for anyone who 
experiences any harassment or dis- 
crimination based on sexual orien- 
tation for support or advocacy. The 
Program is looking for work-study 
students and volunteers to work on 
various projects. Everyone is 
invited to drop by. Youcan find the 
Program for Lesbian, Gay and Bi- 
sexual Concerns in room 101 and 
105 John Adams Tower, Souchw- 
est. The phone number is 
545-4824. 


$$ $$ <_< 
( Susan Ritter 
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of Freedom and Struggle). These 
round-robins are a time when 
musicians come together to share 
new songs, network, and play old 
songs. Johanna has recorded these 
consistently for years on end. 

Due to her commitment to per- 
formers, Johanna is very careful to 
protect copyrights. None of the 
tapes or records can be recorded, 
but information on where to pur- 
chase material is readily available. 
Live performances can be copied 
with permission from the per- 
former. Another place to hear the 
music from Johanna’s collection is 
on WMUA from 6-9 a.m. Wed- 
nesdays (for specific show content 
read the listener column in the 
Gazette's Hampshire Life.) 

Recently Johanna received a 
grant from F.L.O.W.E.R. to 
expand her collection of Lesbian 
music. This music will be included 
in her weekly radio program, Sing 
About It! The New Song Library is 
currently a non-profit organiz- 
ation and relies on grants for spe- 
cific projects. Johanna is the direc- 
tor of the library, depending on 
volunteers, internships, and work- 
study students to assist her. 

Several types of memberships are 
available at the New Song Library. 

There is a sliding annual fee for 
groups, individuals and specific 
charges for single services. Mem- 
bership includes free access to the 
library for browsing and research. 
It also includes reduced rates for 
borrowing and purchasing mate- 


holistic psychotherapy 
massage 


For emotional, spiritual and 
physical integratiuit. 


© 30, 60, 90 minute consultations, free 


Playing Our Songs, cont'd 


rial, research assistance, and cus- 
tom made tapes. 

The New Song Library is cur- 
rently looking for interested indi- 
viduals to volunteer, become 
interns, or (in the case of students) 
work in the work-study program. 

To become a member or inquire 
further about the library, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope 
to: 


The New Song Library 
P.O. Box 295 
Northampton, MA 01060 


The library can also be called at 
586-9485. 
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New Books at the 
_Everywoman's Center 
Library 


Hard Hats, Boots, and Goggles, 
Jobs That Pay. A Look at Non- 
Traditional Jobs for Women. 

Pat Sulier and Alice Foote: 

Center for Women's Services 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 1985 


Most women are well aware of 

the fact that jobs traditionally held 
by men pay better wages than 
those traditionally held by women. 
That is why the women of the Cen- 
ter for Women’s Services at West- 
ern Michigan University have writ- 
ten Hard Hats, Boots, and Goggles, 
a book that addresses many of the 
issues concerning women who are 
interested in seeking trad itionally 
male jobs. The book is divided into 
three sections. One consists of pro- 
files of ten women holding jobs 
such as plumber, fork lift operator, 
carpenter, and police officer. The 
second section addresses the ques- 
tion of why women need non- 
traditional jobs, while the third 
lists and describes training oppor- 
tunities and employment in non- 
traditional jobs in Kalamazoo. The 
final section consists of sugges- 
tions for counselors, employers, 
and teachers. This book looks like a 
valuable resource for women who 
want good, non-traditional jobs, 
and for counselors and teachers 
who want to encourage women 
into different fields. 
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Say No to Violence: Voices of 
Women who Expersence Violence 
Mary Marecek 

Red Sun Press 

Boston, MA 1983 


An assertiveness training pam- 
phlet of testimonials, exercises and 
poetry encouraging women to 
resist abuse. The pamphlet 
includes discussion of the 
Women's Shelter Movement, why 
women stay in abusive relation- 
ships, and rights and taking care of 
one’s self. 


The Young in One Another's 
Arms 

Jane Rule Naiad Press Tallahassee, 
Florida 1977 

$7.95 


Winner of the 1978 Best Novel of 
the Year Award from the Canadian 
Author's Association, The Young 
in One Another's Arms is Jane 
Rule's most joyous and hopeful 
novel. Guided and guarded only 
symbolically by Ruth, the men and 
women who have lived in her 
boardinghouse in Vancouver form 
a community wherein their indi- 
vidual needs and identities remain 


whole. 
Let Go of Guilt 


Mary Marecek 
Red Sun Press 
Boston MA 1985 


Assertiveness training pamphlet 
on letting go of guilt. Poetry, tes- 
timonials, and exercises are used to 
explore definitions of guile, perfec- 
tionism and making mistakes, 
judging yourself by your own stand- 
ards, and living without guilt. 
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To resolve issues of loss, conflict, anger, 
depression, need for spiritual direction 
or life change. 
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15 years experience in counseling 
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Massage Techniques, coni’d 


Swedish Massage is the most 
familiar form of bodywork in the 
USS. The kneading, stroking, fric- 
tion, tapping, and vibrating 
motions either can stimulate or 
relax the body. Swedish massage 
can prevent soreness and improve 
muscular performance as well as 
speed recovery from injuries. It is 
most effective on muscles, joints, 
nerves, and the endocrine system. 


Chiropractic involves the manual 
adjustment of the spine. Chiro- 
practors are likely to use x-rays in 
diagnosis. This method of body- 
work is especially effective for back 
and spinal problems. 


Rolfing is the realignment of the 
skeleton through deep manipula- 
tion of the connective tissue. Usu- 
ally a process of ten sessions, Rolf- 
ing can be very painful, but its 
effects are long-lasting. Rolfing is 
used to treat both emotional and 
physical problems. | 


Alexander Technique focuses on 
body awareness and improved pos- 
ture. Clients learn better ways of 
using their bodies through guided 
movement and massage. The Alex- 
ander Technique improves brea- 
thing and movement. It also brings 
relief from high blood pressure 
and joint and muscle pain. 


Acupressure and Shiatsu involve 
pressing vital points and energy 
meridians for diagnosis and treat- 
ment. Acupressure focuses on the 
pressure points, while Shiatsu 
includes other kinds of body manip- 
ulation. These systems of body- 
work stimulate the release of endor- 
phins, or natural painkillers, and 
are effective for problems with 
stress, hypertension, headaches 
and insomnia. 


Reflexology focuses on the hands 
and feet, which are where energy 
pathways end. Reflexology is help- 
ful in most situations and is espe- 
cially helpful for headaches, con- 
stipation and sinus congestion. 


Polarity Therapy is a holistic pro- 
gram. To alleviate energy blocks, 
gentle pressure is applied to con- 
tact points. The practitioner works 
with breath, sound, and movement 
and encourages a natural foods diet 
and a positive attitude. 


Many practitioners incorporate 
several techniques into their own 
system. Lorraine Lipani, a local 
Massage therapist, suggests that 
when choosing a practitioner the 
technique is less important than 
the rapport one has with an indi- 
vidual practitioner. Comfort and 
ease are vital to this relationship 
and to the healing process. 


Massage, Health and Life 


According to the holistic view- 
point, health is a dynamic process 
involving the physical, mental and 
spiritual aspects of oneself. We are 
constantly in varying states of wel- 
Iness and different factors help to 
balance us. Local practitioner 
Deliah Rosel explains that mas- 
sage is only in the early stages of 
recognition in the U.S. In countries 
such as France, massage is well 
accepted as part of the health care 
system. 


It is important to remember that 
massage alone will not cure us of 
all our ills. As Richard Jackson 
states in Holsstic Massage, “mas- 
sage allows the healing process to 
begin.”” Holistic health care is 
based on treating the cause, not 
merely the symptoms of illness; 
therefore, we are responsible for 
changing our lifestyles in order to 
help ourselves. A massage practi- 
tioner is someone who aids us in 
making those changes. 

During a massage, you will 
become aware of the parts of your 
body where you hold tension. As 
you are worked on, emotions may 
flood you, surprising you with feel- 
ings of anger or frustration. These 
releases of stress teach you about 
yourself. The origins of your stiff 
shoulder or aching lower back 
might be made known to you. 
Through massage, you can learn 
how to take better care of yourself. 


There are many bodywork optsons 
in the Valley. Fees range from $15- 
50.00 per hour session, some prac- 
titioners charging ona sliding scale 
basis. 


TCC CCC C CCC CCC CCC CCC CCT CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CC CCC CTC CCC CCC CCC CCCCCCOCCOOCOCCCOCCCSCOOCSCSSSSCSCTSCCOSSSCSS OS 


OW, 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


STRUCTURAL ano SYSTEMIC THERAPY’ 
WITH INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES,FAMILES 


Gabriel Brooke, tankeeper 
7 ‘ea id 
Gabriel 5 
apartments & guest rooms 
for women & their friends 


MARGARET KIERSTEIN 
LICENSED CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER 


ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONSULTATION 


CLINICAL 
SUPERVISION 


Offices in Greenfield & Northampton 


Open Year Round 
Cable TV & Coffee 
Hot Tub & Sun Deck 
In the Center of Town 


(617) 487-3232 
104 Bradford Street 
Provincetown, MA 02657 


16 Center Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 


(413) 586-5071 
by appointment 


SLIDING FEE SCALE (413) 665-3716 


Lorraine Lipani 
Sy j NATURAL 
- HEALING 
therapeutic massage, quided 
relaxation, and self-care 
information. 


Individual, Couple, Family, Teen, Groups 


Springfield 783-5884 
24 Hour Answering Service 
Brief and Long Term 


SS 


Shene Vbtammns, BAN HE, 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES, GROUPS 


Free Phone Consultations 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Week/ Weekend Hours 


“Many of us spend years trying 


= to understand the WHYS” _ leWeariprelessional 
S “CHANGEWORK will make the Differences Ss po eS NE re nn ek ea 
8 you want to happen Now" = for appointment, phone aes 
S & = (413) 665-7577 
aS training CHANGEWORK’s counselling & 
~ . 
~ at Créative Counseling & Consulting Services, Springfi s t ' Inc 
; , Springfield a g 
= Feminist Psychotherapy o Equity Institute, - 
Ss = Consultati 
° msultation 
x Barbara Steinberg-Punis MEd.C., Director o a ers 


Certified Racism © Sexism @ Classism: 


Sexual Harassment @ Anti-semitism 
@ Employment Discrimination @ 


*NLLLP. Master Practitioner 
*Kantorn Couple/Family Therapy 


*New Choices Trainer Certificate 
* Psychasynthesis Guide 


*Ericksonian Hypnotherapy *24 hour cancellation policy Equity Institute, Inc., 
— Box 458 
Communictions, Behaviors, Feelings Amherst, Mess 01004 


413-256-6902 


ROAST BEEF 
SANDWICHES 


NORTHAMPTON, MA 413-S86-22D8 


(617) 344-2594 


Small Business Accounting Services 


llam to 7pm 
7 days a week 
253-7018 B 
50 Main St. Amherst 
For the Best in Town! 


PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR WOMEN 
Barbora A. McCallum, Ed.M., Ed. D.C. 


Computerized and Manual 


Carol Wilisford 
Cooleyville Road 
New Salem, MA 013535 


SLIDING SCALE 
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sHe NEW ALEXANDRIA LESBIAN LIBRARY 
ts jooking for two good women to 
volunteer to help direct the growth 
of the library. As 4 co-director, 
r‘au' 11 join Bet and Marie in the 
decision-making, planning, archiving, 
answering corgespondence, promoting 
and fundraising for an eleven-year- 
oid national Lesbian collection. 
prior archiving experience helpful 
put mot necessary. You must bring 
comitment, energy, vision, enthu- 
siasm and an interest in collecting 
and preserving Lesbian herstory. 
Time commitment involves meetings 
once each month and work days twice 
each month. To be an important part 
of a fascinating, creative Lesbian 
yenture which benefits Lesbians 
today and in the future, call Bet 
at 584-7616. 


VALLEY WOMEN"S MARTIAL ARTS ANNOUNCES 
their new schedule of karate and 
self defense classes: 

10 Week Karate Classes: 

Beginning Tues., Feb.25, 6-7:30pm. 
Meets Tues. and Thurs. 

Beginning Wed., March 5, 4-5:30pm. 
Meets once a week. 

Beginning Tues., Feb. 25, 11-12:30. 
Meets once a week. 

4 Week Self Defense Class: 

Thurs. March 6, 13, 20, 27: 4-5pm 
Free Self-Defense Workshops: 

Sat., Feb. 22, 1-4pm 

Sat., March 15, 1-4pm. 


DESPERATELY SEEKING ACTRESSES FOR 
lesbian science-fiction/ mystery 
video-movie. Still looking for 

lead and one or two other big roles, 
plus lots of smal) ones. Call 
Melizma, 586-8189. 


oman’s Center | 


° 
POTTETITTLTPITTTererrererrereeererere ee erred 


Everyw 


WOMEN HELPING WOMEN 

The Resource/Referral Program of 
Everywoman's Center is looking for 
comunity volunteers and student 
interns to staff the Resource Room 
for the Spring. Community and .. 
University women are encouraged to 
apply. Volunteers and interns 
provide information about area 
services and events; medica) and 
legal referrals; and up-date and 
maintain resource and referral 
information on many topics of con- 
cern to women. Orientation and on- 
going training is provided. 

For more information, a job de- 
Scription and an application form, 
contact Sandy Mandel, Resource/ 
Referral Coordinator, Wilder Hall, 
UMass, Amherst, MA 01003, or call 
(413) 545-0883. 


eeseseceue 
Seen oS rr a ed id 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Educator/Advocates are a group 
of women volunteers trained to 
design and implement educational 
activities, and to organize events 
that will raise community awareness 
around issues of violence against 
women. The Educator/Advocate pro- 
gram is looking for dedicated 
volunteers. Community women and 
Students of diverse backgrounds are 
encouraged to apply. Academic cre- 
dit and/or letters of reference may 
be available for participants in 
the program. Please contact EWC for 
Fore information. 


EWC OFFERS SUPPORT GROUPS 

The Counseling Program at EWC is 
currently organizing support groups 
in the following areas: Single 
Mothers; Adult Daughters of Alco- 
holic Parents; Lesbian Mothers; 
Food/Body Issues; and Lesbian 
Support. 

These 8-week groups begin the week 
Of February 24 and are open to all 
Community and college women. 

The groups are free but pre-regis- 
tration is required, For further 
information and registration, call 
545-0883. 

EKC is a multi-cultural, multi-ser- 
Vice agency serving local community 
and college women. The Center is 
Open daily from 9 to 4 and from noon 
to 7 on Wednesdays. 
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SUBMISSIONS WANTED FOR AK ANTHOLOGY 
of pcetry for peace by Central Amer- 
lcan women. Grnaite Press seeks 
poems by women poets in Central 
America or living in exile. Poems 
of any style or subject that reveal 
the reality in Central America are 
welcome. Poems that are already 
translated may be subnittec with 
the original, permission from the 
Poet, information and adcresses. 
Deadlind for subsiissions 7: May 1, 
1986. The bilingual anthsicay will 
be available spring 19&7. end 
poems or transtations wits related 
information to: Zoe Anglesey, 

285 East Third St., tiew Yorx, N.Y. 
10009. Phone (212) 674-1997 


WOMEN: IF YOU LOVE DOGS, READ THIS! 
Here's a chance to participate in 

an exciting new photography book 

to be entitied Dogs and Their Women. 
The overal] theme will emphasize 

the love between the canines and 
their human companions. The editors 
are looking for interesting photo- 
graphs (oid and new) of women (ail 
ages) with their dog(s}. Photos 
must be no larger than 8 x 10, and 
black and white. Send photos to: 
Barbara Cohen and Louise Taylor, 

1] Prospect St., Maynard, MA 01754. 
Include your dog’s name, your name, 
your address, telephone number, and 
a brief caption for the photograph. 
Enclose a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope for the return of your 
photo. The deadline is May 30, 1986. 


TECHNIQUE AND IMPROVISATION for 
Voice and Movement with Beth 
Goren.Wed/Fri. 12:30-3:00 PM. 
586-7785.Fee. 


BATTERED LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP a 
The Counselor/Advocate Program is a 
sponsoring a support group for . 
lesbians who are presently or have : 
been in physically and/or emotion- : 
ally abusive relationships. The : 
goal of the group is to provide a 
safe place for victims/survivors 
to come toghther for support and 
discussion. Sign up now for an 8- 
week group forming in February. 
The group is free of charge and 
confidentiality is assured. For 
More info and to register, please 
call EWC at 545-0883. 


LESBIAN COUNSELOR NEEDED 

There is a position open for a 
Lesbian Counselor at the EWC. 
Academic credit is available. 

Some previous experience would be 
preferred. For further information 
Please contact Mary Aubrey M.S.W. 
Counseling Program, EWC. 


RAPE SURVIVORS SUPPORT GROUP 

The Counselor/Advocate Program at EWC 
is sponsoring a support group for sur- 
vivors of rape. The group will fo- 
cus'on some common concerns facing 
rape survivors such as fear, anger, 
intimacy issues and family and friends' 
reactions. Sign up now for an 8 week 
group forming in February. The group 
is free of charge and confidentiality 
is assured. For more information 

and to register, please call EWC. 


INCEST SURVIVOR SUPPORT GROUP 

The Counselor/Advocate Program at 
Everywoman's Center 1S sponsoring 

a support group for adult survivors 
of incest. The group will be a : 
safe place for women to share their 
pain, anger, issues and strengths 
while supporting one another. 

Sign up now for and eight week 
group forming in February. The 
group is free of charge and con- 
fidentiality is assured. For 

more information and to register, 
please call the Everywoman s 
Center at 545-0883. 


DID YOU THINK THAT THE LAST SOFTBALL 
tournament of the year had already 
passed? Are you looking for a good 
time and lots of laughs? Sno-ball 
softbal] is back! The Valley's most 
unique softball event returns to 
Springfield's Forest Park for the 

5th annual tournament on the weekend 
of Feb. 8th and Sth. This year's 
event, in conjunction with Forest 
Park's Fabulous February, will be 
sponsored by the Tavern Inn. Sno- 
ball softball is softball played in 
the snow. No snow will be removed 
form the field; teams play as condi- 
tions are presented, Three divisions, 
men's, women's, and coed teams play 
for the championship in a songle 
elimination bracket. Games will] be 
seven innings, with most regulation 
slo-pitch rules in effect. All pro- 
ceeds form the tournament will bene- 
fit the March of Dimes programs for 
the treatment and prevention of birth 
defects, Trophies will be awarded 

to the top two teams in each divi- 
sion. Team entry fee is $75.00. 

For further information, call the 
March of Dimes at (413) 739-9601. 


LESBIAN, GAY, AND BISEXUAL TEEN 
Drop-in support group -- for lesbian, 
gay, and bisexual adolescents ques- 
tioning their sexual identities. 
Begins Jan. 28, 3:30-4:45pm, 3rd 
floor Thorne's Market, Northampton. 
For more info, call Lifeline at 
253-2822. 


THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

Radio Event, Boston, 1986, is soli- 
citing tapes for our 8th annual 24- 
hour day of programming to air March 
10th on WMBR in Canbridge, MA. All 
audio tapes by, for, and about wo- 
men will be considered. Send sub- 
Missions on 1/4 inch, 1/2 track, 
R/R tape at 7 1/2 ips by Feb. lst 
to Kate Rushin/Madge Kaplan, 186 
Hampshire St. Cambridge, MA, 02138. 
Include return postage. Sorry, no 
casstees can be accepted. 


RAISED POOR AND WORKING CLASS 
Lesbian Group--Lifeline Institute 
sponsors a 10-week therapeutic 
support group on Wednesdays from 

6 to 7:30 pm. Call Lifeline at 253- 
2822 for more info. Funded in part 
by F.L.O.W.E.R. 
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WOMEN’S THEATER CLASS BY IRIS BLOOM 


Iris Bloom of Wicked Women's Theater 


will be leading an acting class for 
women beginning Feb. 26, from 6:30 
to 9:30. The class will cover a 
variety of acting techniques. For 
more info, call Iris Bloom at 584- 
5888. A fee will be charged. 


Day-long trip ta NYC. for Les- 
bians, Gays, and Bisexuals sponsored 
by the Program for Lesbian, Gay, 
and Bisexual Concerns at UMass. 
Lesbian and Gay walking tour of 
Greenwich Village, Lesbian and Gay 
Cultural Events, and fun. An eco- 
nomical way to see a piece of the 
Big Apple. Fpr additional infor- 
mation or to make reservation call 
545-4824. 


RECOVERING ALCOHOLICS AND DRUG 
abusers -- A 12-week group for 
lesbians, gays, and bisexuals 
meeting Wednesdays from 8 to 9:30 
pm beginning in February. Call 
the Lifeline Institute for more 
information at 253-2822. 


WORKSTUDY STUDENTS NEEDED 

The Program for Lesbian, Gay, and 
Bisexual Concerns is looking for 
students with workstudy to work on 
its various projects. If you have 
workstudy and are interested in 
applying, please contact Felice or 
Reed at 545-4824. 


GRAPHICS AND POETRY SUBMISSIONS 
sought from Valley women for Spring 
issue of feminist literary publica- 
tion. Two or more works w/SASE 

must be received by Jan.15 at: VWV, 
c/o Everywoman's Center, Wilder Hall, 
UMass Amherst MA 01003, Attn: Bonnie. 


The Adoptive Triangle, a support 
group for adoptees, birthparents, 
and adoptive parents, will meet at 
2pm at Cliffview Manor (apts. for 
the elderly), Allen St. (off Holyoke 
St.[Rt. 141]), in Easthampton, MA 
For further info, contact either 
Ann Henry (413-354-2237), or 
Sue Beebe (413- 527-9241). 


eer casees @eeee 


Sunday, March 9 ix Washington, D.C. 
NATIONAL MARCH FOR WOMEN'S 
LIVES ? 


As promised when she ran to reclaim the Presidency of National NOW, Ellie Smeal is 
asking women to take to the streets. A national pro-choice march is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 9 in Washington, D.C. A west coast march is scheduled for a week 


. later. 


The march is planned to dramatize the overwhelming support safe and legal abortions 
and birth control have in this country. It is hoped chat tens of thousands of supporters 
wiil pour in from all over the country. Marchers will assemble at 10 a.m. at the 


Lincoln Memorial. 


The local coordinator for the event is former Chapter President, Natalie Babinski. If 
there are enough people, a bus can be chartered to bring Western Mass. marchers to 


Washington overnight. If you are planning to 


go or wish to sponsor a marcher, please 


call the NOW phone 733-6332 as soon as possible. 


National Mobilization for Equality 


and Justice 


MARCH AGAINST RACISM 


Saturday, February 


15 in Philadelphia 


THEY CAN BE STOPPED 
Philadelphia is a flashpoint in the struggle against racism. People from all over the 
country will converge there on Feb. 15 not only to help push back the racist offensive 
there, but to strike a blow against racism, sexism, and all bigotry-nationally. Only a 
mass outpouring can scop these outrages. Tell your friends; tell your neighbors, your 
co-workers, your classmates and everyone you know to be there. 
SAY NO TO RACISM! 
NO APARTHEID IN PHILADELPHIA OR ANYWHERE! 


Further information or possible transportation: 
Radical Student Union 
413 Smudent Union 
UMass, Amherst 01003 
(413)545-0677 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 


Open meeting of Western Mass. 
Parents and Friends of Lesbian and 
Gay Children (PFLAG) will be held 
at 7:30 pm at the Young onen's 
Association (YWCA), 137 Chestnut 
St., Springfield. This is an oppor- 
tunity for information and support. 
All parents, children, and friends 
are welcomed. For further inform- 
ation, cal? (413) 732-0677. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 


The Wallflower Order presents The 
Dance Brigade in a benefit perform 
ance for the Western MA Food Bank. 
8 PM at John M. Greene Hall,Smith 
College. Advance tickets are avail- 
able at: Beyond Words Books ,Food 
for Thought Books,World Eye 
Books. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


New Alexandria Lesbian Library 
work day, 3-6 pm, in Northampton. 
Come join the Library in processing 
an office full of subject file mater- 
jals, flyers, and periodicals. No 
archiving skills or experience nec- 
essary. A great way to win friends 
and influence Lesbians! Call 584- 
7616 for directions to the Library 
House. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 


Calypso Borealis, a reading with 
Aya, Gail Thomas, Sarah Van Arsdale, 
and Pat Crutchfield from 2 to 4 pm 
at the Beyond Words Bookstore Con- 
ference Room, 2nd floor, Thorne's 
Marketplace, N’Hapmton. All women 
welcome. $2, more or less. Re- 
freshments. Wheelchair accessible. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 


Myths and Realities of AIDS 
An educational presentation by the 
AIDS Action Committee West. Spon- 
sored by Lifeline Institute. 7-9 pm, 
Bangs Community Center, Amherst. 
Wheelchair accessible. The program 


is free and donations are appreciated. 


WEDNESDAY, PEBRUARY 5 


Project 10 presents,a film , 
“Women and Alcohol-Through the 
Drinking Glass".UMass,Southwest 
Cance Dorm,the mini lounge,7:00 
PM. 


February 6-8 a 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 


Two films will be shown by the 
American Friends Service Committee 
and the AFSC Disarmament Working 
Group at the Unitarian Society, 220 
Main St., Northampton, at 7:30pm. 
Kim Phuc is a documentary with update 
on life in Vietnam today, including 
an interview with Kim Phuc, whose 
famous photograph showed her as a 
child running naked down a road, 
burning with napalm. Guazapa is a 
new film by Don North about life in 
the liberated zones of E1 Salvador. 
Both films are free, though contri- 
butions are appreciated. Discussion 
will follow film showings. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 


Women’s Circle Gathering: 
WomanSpirit Works iS sponsoring an 
eveining of singing, chanting, and 
ritual, open to al? women. From 
7 to 9 pm, Conference Room, third 
floor, Thorne's Market, N’*Hampton. 
Free. Accessible. For information 
call Susan Waldman at (413) 628-3879 
or Paula Green at (413) 367-9520. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 


Healing from Sexual Abuse, a day- 
long workshop for women, facilitated 
by Holly Bishop and sponsored by 
WomanSpirit Works, will be held 
from 9am to 5pm in Amherst. For 
registration information, call 
Susan Waldman at (413) 628-3879. 


WEDNESDAY, PEBRUARY 12 


Project 10 presents a ffir,, 
"Women and Art” UMass, Southwest 
Cance Dorm,the mini Jounge, 7:00 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 


The Pioneer Valley Central Labor 
Council] presents a discussion on, 
"The Peminization of the Workplace; 

a Look at the Changing Role of Women"! 
458 Bridge St., Spfld..7:00 PM.. 


June Millington will perform at 7 PM 
at the Iron Horse. Admission charged. 


ZOQRA- A dramatic collage celebrating the genius of 


Zora Neale Hurston 
Hamden Theater, Southwest, 8 p.m. 


Fehruary 7 
Figurative Works of Michael Coblyn 
Qpening reception, 5-7 p.m 


Augusta Savage Art Gallery, New Africa House. 


Februapy.8 — 


FREEDOM: DAYS- A new lay ahqut the civil rights 
ty he Modern Times Theater 


moyement, perfarmed 
Bowkep Auditorium, 8 p,m, 


February 8 
CABARET! 
Student Union Hallroom, 10 p.m, 


February 12 
BEN HGLT, Baritone 
Bowker Auditorium, 8 p.m, 


Febpuapy 13~15 

CRACKWALKER= A play by Judith Thompson 
Hampden Theater, Southwest 

8 p.m. 


February 14 
DANCE- Featuring the BMCP all stars 
Student’ Union Ballroom, 10 p.m. 


February 24 — 
"An Evening with MAYA ANGELOU" 
Bowker Auditorium, 8 p.m. 


February 28 


AL EATON in "The Life and Times of Martin Luther 


King, dr." 
Hampden Theater, 8 p.m. 


——= 
The Valley Women’s Voice would like to hear from 
all women in the Pioneer Valley. With this in mind, 
the VWV accepts for the calendar and announce- 
ment columns items up to five ines in length about 
events and topics of interest to women. The announce- 
ments of non-profit organizations will be given 
preference and additional space available .In the 
cases of profit-making organizations, dollar 
amounts of fees will not be listed. Advertising is 
available with the VWV for a minimal fee. 


PILMS POR BLACK HISTORY MONTH 


Prejudice: I"m Different, You're Different, We Are All OK. 
Palasha- Exile of the Black Jews 


RAGTIME 


The Life of Maya Angelou 


THESE FILMS WILL BE SHOWN IN THE EASTSIDE AND SOUTHWEST 


FOR INFORMATION ON THE FILMS IN’ SOUTHWEST 
PLEASE CALL 545-1550; ON THE EASTSIDE, CALL 545-0422. 


RESIDENTIAL AREAS. 


FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ON BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENTS, 


PLEASE CALL 545-3600. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUA 
February 13-23 ee 


AFRICA INFLUENCES, Primitive 


fired pottery by Art 280 Students 
Wheeler Art Gallery 


Stress and Wellness, a day-1 
women's workshop facilitated ny 
Ferris Buck Urbanowski and spon- 
sored by WomanSpirit Works, will 
take place from 9am to 5pm in 
Amherst. For registration infor- 
mation, cat] Paula Greene at 
(413) 367-9520. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


New Alexandria Lesbian Library 
Work Day. 3-6pm, in Northampton. 
(See February 1 listing.) 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


Project 10 presents a film, 
"Not only Strangers", on rape, 
UMass, Southwest Cance Dorm, the 
min? lounge, 7:00 PM, 


Valley Women's Martial Arts is 
sponsoring a benefit women's dance 
(chem-free), from 9pm to lam. Call 
(413) 527-0101 for details. 


Day-long retreat for members of 
the UMass Lesbian, Gay, and Bisex-~ 
ual Community. Focussing on : 
Celebrating our Successes, Dealing 
with our Differences, Developing 
our Leadership, and Building our 
Communities. For information 
about time, place, and to register, 
Please call Felice at 545-4824. 
Sponsored by the UMass Program for 
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Concerns. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 


The Pioneer Valley Central Labor 
Counci] presents a discussion on, 
"Discrimination, sexual harassment, 
and other evtis of workplace life.” 
458 Bridge St. ,Spfld, 7:00 PM. 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
SATURDAY, MARCH 1 


Imposters, Fakes, and Frauds is 
the title of a one-day, career- 
related workshop on issues of con- 
fidence and competence in the work- 
place. Warning signs are chronic 
self-doubt and attributing our 
accomplishments to "luck" or to 
our ability to "fool" others into 
believing we are competent. Empha- 
sis is on developing strategies to 
interrupt self-limiting patterns 
and philosophies. (This is likely 
to be the last public seminar to be 
offered in the area.) 9 to 5, 
Northampton Hilton. Fee includes 
all materials. To register call 
Valerie Young (413) 586-7450 before 
Feb. 16. Registrationis limited. 


Women's Voice, Women's Heart, 
a day-Tong women's workshop facil- 
jitated by Diane Mariechild and 
sponsored by WomanSpirit Works, 
will be held from 9am to 5pm in 
Amherst. For registration inform- 
ation, cal] Paula Greene at 
(413) 367-9520. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 


Project 10 presents a film, 
“New Image for Black Women". 
UMass, Southwest Cance Dorm, 
the mini lounge, 7:00 PM 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 SREB EPEAT SRS S ESP eee ees 
1S0's Bisexual Women's Support 

Group meets the third Thursday of 

each month at 7:30 pm in the Bangs 

Community Center on Boltwood Walk 

in Amherst. We are open to new mem- 

bers and to visitors. For more 

info, write to ISO, c/o the VUV, 

at the Everywoman Center, with SASE. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 7 


Erica Kranish and Rachel Cyrene, 
two local songwriters, will perform at 
Hampshire College. Call the Hampshire 
College Women’s Center or just stay 
tuned for details. 


Classifieds 


COUNTRY PROPERTY WANTED. West- 
ern Mass. Acerage with cabin/bungalow for 
year-round. Call collect: 


Barbara Heney 617-776-5034. 


Office space for rent ; 
’ 0 nt in downtown Northampton 
Frio ered either fully sharing bee, 
J we renting out blocks of time. 
Shirlay,.at:, 628-3990. ioe 


RESTLESS & GROUCHY? 


OR CAN YOU INDULGE YOURSELF WITHOUT AN 
EXCUSE.LET YOUR SOUL CATCH UP YO YOUR BODY-- 
WONDERFUL, DEEP-MUSCLE MASSAGE FOR WOMYN ANB 
MEN SLIDING SCALE BARTERING POSSIBLE 584- 
5076 LEAVE AMESSAGE 


